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NEWS PLUS 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 
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RETRO-GUERNSEY 



A RARE RE RETURNS 12 

A 1968 dual-door Bristol RESL6G new to Brighton, Hove & District, 
has returned to the rally and scene following many years’ absence as 
DAVID JUKES reports. 

RETURN JOURNEY: RE SALOONS 18 

Following on from David Jukes’ detailed look at early Bristol REs in 
words, here we continue the story in pictures. 

STILL IN SERVICE 22 

We cross The Pond to the USA’s west coast for a selection of 
Olympians, and a solitary Metrobus, operating sightseeing and tour 
duties, courtesy of CHRIS MARTIN who visited the area in late-June. 

AFTER THEY WERE FAMOUS: HEAVENLY HALF-CABS 26 

This month our regular look at the world of non-PSVs focuses on 
half-cab single-deckers serving s variety of purposes which only they can. 

OK MARY! 28 

A Southdown ‘Queen Mary’ Leyland PD3/4 has been uniquely 
outshopped in memory of a great enthusiast of these buses Julian Osborne. 
NICK LARKIN finds its condition OK! 

CAPITAL ATTRACTION 32 


The East Anglia Transport Museum’s London Event saw its home fleet 
of ex-London Transport vehicles joined by others from the Crich 
Tramway Village, London Transport Museum and private collections. 
DAVID JUKES took the pictures. 


VINTAGE BRISTOL 34 

Held this year on Sunday 31 July, the Bristol Vintage Bus Rally & Running 
Day is a joint collaboration between the Bristol Vintage Bus Group and 
the Avon Valley Railway. NIGEJ APPLEFORD was there with his camera. 

LONDON LIVE 37 

The first London Live event was held at West Ham garage on Saturday 
23 July. Representatives of the current London bus scene abounded 
supported by several preserved vehicles. Here are some of the highlights. 

SOUTH CERNEY IN THE SUN 38 

This year’s Vintage Transport Extravaganza at South Cerney airfield in 
Gloucestershire over the weekend of Friday-Sunday 5-7 August enjoyed 
some welcome sunshine and a great turn out of vehicles. 

WMPTE PREVIEW 40 

We take a look at the dellights to come at the Transport Museum 
Wythall’s celebration of 30 years since the end of West Midlands PTE. 

COACHING CLASSICS: ECW’S FINAL COACHES 46 

We take a look at ECW’s last coaches — love them or hate them — 
the B51 s. 

CUB PROGRESSES 52 

In this third part of the occasional series on Leicester Leyland Tiger Cub 
191 (OJF 191), SIMON GILL reviews progress on its restoration. 

THE MODEL PAGE 58 

The double-deckers of Oxford — NIGEL APPLEFORD reviews the 
models. 

OFF ROUTE 62 

Merseyside this month including Southport, unless you put that seaside 
town back in Lancashire. Over to NICK LARKIN. 

BUSMART 67/1 

B&CP’s comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 


Cover: Southdown 2210 (PPM 2I0G) is a 1968 dual-door Eastern 
Coach Works-bodied Bristol RESL6G new to Brighton, Hove 
& District, and transferred to Southdown in 1971 with control 
of BH&D. It’s now restored to NBC-era. Guise and back on the 
rally scene. Read the full story on page 12. DAVID JUKES 


2 www.presbuspublishing.com 


In the midst of the holiday season, we visit Guernsey once again, 
this time in the Bristol era during the 1980s and 1990s. The 
Bristol SUs and later LHs to be found in some numbers in the 
1980s and 1990s all started life on the UK mainland, finding 
their way to Guernsey as a result of a need for 7ft 6in-wide buses 
capable of negotiating the narrow streets and lanes prevalent on 
the island. Here are some views to put you in a holiday mood. 

MAIN PICTURE: The 22 former Western/Southern National 
Bristol SU4LAs (16 buses and 6 coaches) placed in service 
by Guernsey Railway/Guernseybus) formed a major fleet 
replacement programme which saw the final withdrawal 
of the remaining long-serving Albion Victors. Seen here in 
September 1981 making its way along the harbour on a tour 
is Guernseybus 152 (31914), originally Western National 
422/1222 (272 KTA), which arrived on Guernsey in December 
1979 staying until 1985. Having returned to the mainland, it 
passed to a buyer intending to convert it into a caravan. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Representing the bus contingent is SU4LA No 
135 (31908), originally Southern National 661 (430 HDV), 
which also served from 1979 until 1985. It was scrapped by 
Hardwick, Carlton the following year. Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 














BELOW LEFT: Another major fleet replacement saw the SUL4As 
and others swept away by a substantial influx of Bristol LHS/ 
LHLs, again 7ft 6in-wide examples. Pictured here is LHS6L No 
83 (19660) which previously served National Welsh from 1980 
to 1987 as its MDI39I (GTX 758W). Leaving Guernsey in 1995, 
this bus passed initially to Curtis, Midsomer Norton, moving 
on to Shaftsbury & District, then Carter, Capel St Mary and is 
currently with Plymouth & District. 

BELOW: Reading-bodied Leyland Tiger PS I is one of a pair new 
to Jersey Motor Transport. Upon arrival on Guernsey both 
were rebuilt by local coachbuilder Vernon Priaulx, one with a 
closed-top and the other seen here, as an open-topper. In 2002, 
when Guernseybus closed, both went to Lothian Bus in Scotland 
as part of the Mac Tours subsidiary. From there they went to 
Ensignbus as members of that company’s Heritage fleet. 































YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


MODELS DUE 
AUG / SEP / OCT 


EFE 


OUR PRICE £25 

RRP £34.50 


16231 EASTERN COUNTIES—BRISTOL MW/LS ECW COACH (207 Service) 
20457 EASTERN COUNTIES—BRISTOL VRT III BUS (604 Martham) 
24907 FIRST CYMRU—MERCEDES 609D MINIBUS (44 Greenfell Park) 
35213 MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT—BET 36’ WEYMANN BUS (180 Brighton) 
13918 STAGECOACH EAST—BRISTOL FLF LODEKKA (128 Cambridge) 
18018 HUDDERSFIELD—DAIMLER FLEETLINE (20 Newsome South) 
25815 YELLOWBUSES—DAIMLER F’LINE DMS (W2 Bournemouth Square) 
29636 STAGECOACH PRESTON—LEYLAND OLYMPIAN 
(119 Royal Preston Hospital) 

30608 TYNEMOUTH—AEC RENOWN (3 Cullercoats) 

30716 GREATER MANCHESTER PTE—AEC RENOWN (325 Hollow End) 

DELAYED MODELS 

31515 LONDON TRANSPORT—AEC ROUTEMASTER (177 Abbey Wood) 
12122 SOUTHDOWN—HARRINGTON CAVALIER (Wales, North Ireland) 
34112 LONDON TRANSPORT—AEC RT3 (12 Oxford Circus) 

12311 MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT—Harrington Grenadier (Bournemouth) 
15808 EAST KENT—LEYLAND PD1 (66 Ramsgate Harbour) 

36007 BARTON—LEYLAND RTL (18 Chilwell) 

38123 CITY OF OXFORD—BRISTOL VRT (82 Aylesbury) 


www.ywbc.co.uk 


STILL AVAILABLE 
EFE 17312 
EAST KENT 
LEYLAND NATIONAL 


STILL AVAILABLE 
EFE 38126 
RIBBLE 
BRISTOL VRT 


CORGI JAN—JUNE 2016 Our Price £25 (rrp £34.99) 

41230A FIRST WEST YORKSHIRE—WRIGHT ECLIPSE GEMINI (33 Leeds) £25 Available 
41230B FIRST WEST YORKSHIRE—WRIGHT ECLIPSE GEMINI (87 Morley) £25 Available 
41417A GLASGOW CORPORATION—DAIMLER ROE (45 Rouken Glen) £25 Available 
41417B GLASGOW CORPORATION—DAIMLER ROE (48A Priesthill) £25 Available 
41418A IPSWICH CORPORATION—AEC REGENT V (X Ipswich Station) £25 Available 
41418B IPSWICH CORPORATION—AEC REGENT V (3 Rushmere Heath) £25 Available 
41913A SOUTHDOWN—LEYLAND PD3 QUEEN MARY OPEN TOP (197 Eastbourne) £25 
41913B SOUTHDOWN—LEYLAND PD3 QUEEN MARY OPEN TOP (197 Beachy Head) £25 
46510A THE WITCH WAY—WRIGHT GEMINI ECLIPSE 2 (X43 Burnley Bus Stn) £25 
46510B THE WITCH WAY—WRIGHT GEMINI ECLIPSE 2 (X43 Manchester) £25 
46613 LONDON UNITED— BORISMASTER Standard Livery (9 Hammersmith) £15 
46614B GO AHEAD LONDON—NBFLSilver & Red Livery (453 Marylebone) £25 Available 
46615A ARRIVA—BORISMASTER Coca Cola Livery (137 Streatham Hill) £25 Available 
46615B ARRIVA—BORISMASTER Coca Cola Livery (137 Oxford Circus) £25 Available 
SEE WEB SITE FOR REVISED RELEASE DATES & AVAILABILITY 

CORGI JULY—DECEMBER 2016 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

46509A GREEN LINE COACHES—WRIGHT GEMINI 2 (702 London) 
46509B GREEN LINE COACHES—WRIGHT GEMINI 2 (15 Tower Hill) 
46511 HARRY POTTER WARNER STUDIOS—WRIGHT GEMINI 2 
46616A GO AHEAD LONDON—NBFL HERITAGE LIVERY 11 Liverpool Street 
46616B GO AHEAD LONDON—NBFL HERITAGE LIVERY (11 Fulham B’way) 
46712A LOTHIAN BUSES—ECLIPSE 2 (43 Waverley) 

46712B LOTHIAN BUSES—ECLIPSE 2 (21 Leith Links) 

ALL MODELS £25 EACH 


OXFORD MODELS AVAILABLE NOW 

1:76 Scale 


** YWBC and Friends Model Fayre ** 

Sunday 27th November 2016 (10:00-15:00hrs) 

At West Midlands Travel (B’ham) Sports & Social 
Wheelers Lane, Kings Heath, Birmingham B13 0ST 
All sales stalls will be in doors 
Entrance Fee £1 per person, keep your entrance ticket as 
there will be a free prize draw at 1430hrs 
Any Stall Holders interested please use the contact 
Address / phone / email details at the bottom of this page 


BAR WILL BE OPEN FOR REFRESHMENTS 


76WFA004 Bartons AEC Weymann Fanfare 


£15 


£14 


76PD2-02 Midland Red Leyland Titan 


^^^76PAN-003 
Jotters of Glasgow 
Plaxton Panorama 


£14 


£16 


76PAN-004 
Yorkshire Woollen 


POSTAL CHARGES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL MARCH 2017 

For Models Posted Out Together 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £4: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £5 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Cash, Bank Transfer only 
Sorry we do NOT accept Debit / Credit cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 

07814 403173 


CONTACT ADDRESS 

YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB * 

71 TAYLOR ROAD K i" • 
KINGS HEATH E* 

BIRMINGHAM B13 0PB ^ 


76PD2-003 Southdown Leyland Titan 


RALLY DATES FOR 2016 SEASON 


28/29 Aug Wythall Museum 
4 Sept Leicester Rally & 
First Leicester Bus Open Day 
11 Sept Weston super Mare 
Crosville Bus Rally 
18 Sept Potteries 
Connection Bus Rally 
25 Sept Showbus 
Donnington Park 


2 Oct Oxford Bus Museum 
9 Oct Wythall Bus Museum 
16 Oct Aston Manor Museum 
23 Oct Brooklands Museum 

29 Oct Wythall Twilight Event 

30 Oct Swansea Bus Museum 
6 Nov Lincoln Bus Museum 
13 Nov Dewsbury Museum 

20 Nov Aston Manor Museum 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE AT Y.W.B.C. 
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The passage of time 



Picture: DAVID JUKES 


What interests you then about buses 
and coaches? For many it is simply pure 
nostalgia, along with the love of 1960s 
music, G-plan furniture those summers 
when it hardly rained — remember them, 
or are they a look at the past through rose- 
tinted spectacles? 

Others take delight in the ever-changing 
scene and have a vigilant eye for that 
unusual working or recently transferred 
vehicle. It is interesting how, over time, an 
individual vehicle or type, which was, when 
new, an everyday sighting, and thus shown 
little interest, turns into something special 
many years later when just a few remain in 
service. 

These changes in attitude, hewn out by 
the passage of time, are prevalent not only 
in our hobby, but in many others too. Rarity 
and longevity are virtues to be upheld. 

There are very few early Leyland 
Atlanteans preserved. At the time they were 
coming off service, attention was focused 
on long-serving traditional types which 
had survived three certificates of fitness 
and were as a result being concurrently 
withdrawn, so few rushed to save an early 
Atlantean preferring instead a PD3 or a 
Regent V. 

The growing interest in coaches as 
opposed to buses is another example 
of the phenomenon. Many respected 
photographers ignored them in decades 
gone by, due in the main to a general lack 
of interest in particular in the independent 
coaching sector, interest being focused 
instead on service buses, stage carriage 


routes and the like. Occasionally we still 
come across people who ‘don’t do coaches’, 
but there has been an increasing trend in 
recent years to stop and consider the coach 
side of the hobby. As a result restoring 
coaches has become more popular — 
There’s still a long way to go though. 

But what about minibuses — objects of 
derision with descriptions such as sardine 
cans and bread vans commonplace. Where 
did they all go? Most slipped away slowly 
quietly — sunk without trace, leaving few 
preserved examples to remind us of the 
foot soldiers of the bus wars which shaped 
today’s bus industry. 

As with the early Atlanteans, the coaches 
from the 1950s and 1960s, we regret today 
that more have not been saved. Enthusiasts 
who once dismissed them now miss them, 
but coming up next month we have just the 
minibus for you . . . 

Once again a plea to all those whose role 
it is to promote enthusiasts’ groups, clubs 
and societies to email us with any changes, 
should your listing in last month’s issue 
require updating, and if you are not listed, 
then send us your details today — we 
would simply just love to have them! 

Showbus this year is on its was to 
Donington Park, which we understand it 
hopes to make its long-term home. We’ll be 
there and hope to see you there too. Here’s 
a picture to remind us all of the fact that 
last year wasn’t all bad, not by any means. 
PHILIP LAMB 


October 2016 
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Provincial Coach/Bus makes first Rally Appearance 


The Provincial Society’s former Gosport 
& Fareham Omnibus Company No 57 
(EHO 869), a 1943 Guy Arab II with 
1953 Reading convertible open-top coach 
bus bodywork, made its first appearance 
on home territory for many years at this 
year’s Stokes Bay Rally & Running Day 
on Sunday 7 August. Restoration of the 
newly-repainted bus had sufficiently 
progressed to enable it to make the 
journey from its West Sussex restoration 
base to Gosport under its own power. 

Visitors were able to view the Arab, the 
restoration of which has previously featured 
in B&CP (and will hopefully do so again 
upon completion), as could local residents 
when it led the early-afternoon cavalcade 
around the Stokes Bay and Gosport areas. 

The picture shows 57 leading the 
cavalcade along Stokes Bay seafront. 
Report and picture: DAVID JUKES 



Rare Urko coach finds new owner 






^ 1 


X[Q 


In the latest development of the 
continuing saga of Irizar Urko-bodied 
Volvo B58 LAJ 999W that appears from 
time to time on these pages, we report 
that it was sold in April 2006 to Andrews 
Coaches with which it operated until 
withdrawal in July 2008 with a failed oil 
cooler. 

Since that time, it has been used as a 
store shed, but In August this year Derek 
Harrod got to hear about it, and following 
a deal with Andrew Miller, it is destined to 


become a preservation project, hopefully 
eventually returning to the road alongside 
Derek’s Bedford SB5/Duple Bella Vega 
TAO 179G. 

LAJ 999W is now the last remaining 
Urko-bodied Volvo since OSV 517 
(ODC 426W) was scrapped by C&G 
Coaches of Chatteris in 2014. 

Should anyone have any parts available, 
particularly glass for an Urko, would they 
please contact Derek on 01366 381111. 
Picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 


Societies 

Our list of societies included last month 
was based on the latest information 
we have. Should your listing have been 
incorrect please send us your revised 
details so that we can update our 
records for future use. Thanks. 

E-mail: presbusps@btinternet.com 


Bedford SB: New 
life as a band bus 

Following on from B&CP, September, 

1955 Bedford SBG/Duple Vega SPW 999 
sold on eBay in May was bought by Frank 
Lord of Penn, near High Wycombe 
Bucks to convert into a ‘band bus’ for his 
son Frankie’s band: Salt UK Band 
It will apparently be restored with a 
‘rat’ look’... 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
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Bedford VAL to become Classic Car Transporter 


A 1964 Bedford VAL14/Duple Vega Major 
new to Sheasby of Corfe Castle, Dorset in 
January 1964 as VPR 78, which, by April 
1981, had became a caravan, has, since 
1984, been languishing at Iron Bridge 
Boatyard in Faversham. The VAL, which 
was destined for scrapping, now looks 
to have a new lease of life as a classic car 
transporter. 

Warwickshire businessman and 
Triumph TR car enthusiast Paul Harvey 
has recently acquired it and is planning to 
restore it as a classic car transporter based 
on the iconic Ferrari, Fiat and Ecurie 
Ecosse transporters of old. Paul would like 
to hear from anyone who can offer help 
and advice along with spares etc. 

Paul has also purchased re-bodied 1938 
Bristol L5G ETT 946, new to Southern 


National, from Crosville Motor Services, 
Weston-Super-Mare which will be 
restored as a bus and used to carry guests 
on a local basis. 


Paul can be contacted at paul@ 
paulharvey.co.uk or 07802 565363. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD, picture: 
JOHN WAKEFIELD COLLECTION 



Former Isle of Wight Coaches gain new owners 


Shotters 1939 Bedford WTB/Duple 
CDL 792 is back on the Isle of Wight. 
Recently advertised for sale in May 2016 
by Chris Cooper Travel of Gateshead, the 
Bedford is now with Ryde preservationist 


Edward Day. Edward missed out buying 
it when it was last on the Island with John 
Woodhams, who put it up for sale in 2014. 

Another former Isle of Wight Bedford 
recently changing hands is UDL 454, a 



Bedford SB3/Duple Super Vega new to 
West Wight of Totland Bay in 1960. It has 
recently passed from Renown Coaches 
of Bexhill-on-Sea to Martin Smith in 
Cambridgeshire. 

Previous owners have included John 
Harrison of Rufforth in the mid-1990s 
during which time it appeared in episodes 
of the period TV series ‘Heartbeat’. 

It next passed into preservation with 
Clive Laban in 2003 and in 2005 moved 
on to Brian Heal of Sandford, Somerset 
before joining Renown in 2015. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD, pictures: 
CHRIS COOPER/MARTIN SMITH 


Short reprieve for Exeter bus & coach station 

Although farewell events were held to 
mark the impending closures of the bus & 
coach stations at Exeter, Paris Street and 
Plymouth, Bretonside in July, it has since 
been announced that due to planning 
issues, the closure of Exeter Paris Street 
has been delayed until March 2017, for 
which the Devon General Omnibus Trust 
plans to organise a mini-running day on 
one Sunday (probably the last) during 
March with the full support of Stagecoach 
South West. Details have yet to be 
finalised but will appear in good time 
in B&CP and also on the Trust website: 
www.dgot.co.uk 



October 2016 
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Carters closes 

Carters of Capel St Mary has closed after 
32 years of service, having sold out to 
Ipswich Buses. 

The company was started in 1984 by 
the late Mrs V. J. Carter as a result of her 
husband having acquired a former Eastern 
Counties Bristol LH to transport their 
son’s scout group. 

Expansion into local bus services came 
in August 1985, the pioneer bus being a 
former BH&D dual-door Bristol RE As 
the fleet grew, vehicles were based at the 
premises of Beestons of East Bergholt, but 
in 2000 the operational centre moved to 
Capel St Mary. 

Mr Carter’s penchant for the Bristol 
marque was born out by the list of vehicles 
operators including its first double-decker, 
the last FS6B supplied to Crosville. 

LHs, REs and VRT all figured, but by 
the time the company closed, all apart 
from a former Crosville FS in BH&D 
red and cream had gone. The Lodekka is 
frequently employed at weddings, brides 


apparently preferring the cheery red to the 
more sombre green which they considered 
unlucky. The FS was employed on the 
closing service, the 17.50 from Colchester 
to Ipswich and was driven by Viv Carter 
on Saturday 28 May. Earlier buses had 
begun their days work from Capel St 


Mary, but at the end of the day ran into 
Ipswich Buses Constantine Road depot, 
the drivers becoming Ipswich Buses 
employees in the process! 

The FS is one of four heritage buses to be 
retained. These include RML2266 (CUV 
266C), also kept busy with wedding work. 


Alton Bus Rally Success 



5min. In addition to the buses there were 
also more than 250 other vehicle exhibits 
including classic cars, lorries, motorcycles, 
vans, military and emergency services 
vehicles. 

Continues Clare: ‘More than 6,000 
visitors attended the event staffed by 34 
volunteers who did their best to ensure 
everything ran smoothly and everybody 
had an enjoyable day. A big thank you 
to everyone who attended the event, 
especially all the vehicle owners.’ 

Next year’s event will be held on 
Sunday 16 July. 


bus rallies and attracts thousands of 
visitors year on year, this year’s event 
showed further signs of growth and was 
our best event to date’. 

Over 140 buses and coaches of all 
shapes and sizes from a variety of 
eras and operating areas attended 
the 2016 event. More than 35 of 
those buses and coaches were 
used to operate the extensive 
network of free bus 
services with a 
departure every 


This year’s Alton Bus Rally was held on 
Sunday 17 July. Rally Secretary Claire 
Barratt advises: ‘The Alton Bus Rally & 
Running Day is one of Britain’s biggest 
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Playing its part 
in ‘Catch the 
Bus week' 

Lothian Buses took part in a week-long 
campaign to raise awareness of the 
benefits of taking the bus through its 
social media channels during ‘Catch the 
Bus’ week. 

From I — 10 July, the operator ran a 
competition on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram to encourage followers to 
post pictures of themselves travelling on 
Lothian Buses to the companies social 
media channels. 

Local student Tom Garnett was the 
luck/ winner of a year’s free Ridacard. 
Tom’s picture featured him travelling 
alone on the top deck of one of the 
company’s buses on a late night journey. 
Said Tom, a student at Heriot Watt 
University: ‘Winning a year’s Ridacard 
means a lot for me. Being a student it will 
mean I save a decent amount of money 
on travel to and from university, which 
will make my student loan go further. 

This has come at the best possible time 
for me! Thanks Lothian Buses.’ 

The company’s messages included the 
environmental, health, social and financial 
benefits of taking the bus. Richard Hall, 
Managing Director, of Lothian Buses 
added: ‘Catch the Bus week is a great 
opportunity to highlight the role that bus 
operations play in our local communities 
and we were delighted to be able to join 
in with the UK campaign. 

‘Lothian Buses take pride in providing 
an affordable, reliable and efficient 
service to residents and visitors to 
Edinburgh and we hope that as a result 
of the campaign even more people 
will now consider using the bus.’ Our 
picture shows Tom Garnett collecting his 
Ridacard from the Waverley Travelshop. 





Dates for Hampshire 2017 events 


Following the successful event held in 
Winchester in March 2016, there will be 
another ‘Rear-Engine Bus Running Day’ 
there on Sunday 19 March 2017. The 
event will again be organised by Dan and 
Jason Rayner. See: www.hampshirebuses. 
weebly.com, where updates will be found 
nearer the time. Entries are of course 
welcomed. 


Another event returning for 2017 
is the ‘Southsea Spectacular’ held on 
Southsea Common, which attracted 
around 90 buses and coaches this year. 
The provisional date is Sunday 11 June. 
Further details will be posted at www. 
southernbusevents.co.uk 
Picture: NIGEL APPLEFORD 


GWR Shuttle 


In conjunction with The Gloucester & 
Warwickshire Railway over the weekend 
30/31 July, Bristol VRT JOU 160P was 
used to shuttle passengers between 
Cheltenham Spa and The Racecourse 
station. Nicely turned out in Cheltenham 


Stagecoach livery, it is now operated by 
Cheltenham & Gloucester Omnibus Co. 
Picture: SHANE ROSS 
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PD Family gathering at Ruddington 



All three types of Leyland PD 
model recently assembled at the 
Nottingham Heritage Centre, 
Ruddington for its Bus Running 
Day on Sunday 17 July. 

TREVOR FOLLOWS of the 
Leicester Transport Heritage 
Trust remarked Tt’s a rarity to 
see all three members of the 
Leyland PD family together, 
especially when they are all 
from the same operator’. 

Trevor’s picture shows the 
three Leicester City Leyland 
PDs at Ruddington. From the 
left they are: 248 (DJF 249), a 
1946 all-Leyland PD1, 193 
(FJF 193) a 1950 all-Leyland 
PD2/1 and 48 (GRY 48D) 
a 1966 PD3A/1 with Metro 
Cammell bodywork. 







30 YEARS ^ PIONEERING SERVICE 




Q 


O 


Reading Buses hosts special celebration 


Reading Buses has no fewer than 
26 employees — six per cent of the 
company’s workforce — clocking up 
30 years or more service this year, 
the 30th anniversary of the deregulation 
of Britain’s bus services. 

The operator has held a special 
afternoon tea celebration to mark the 
achievement of employees with 30 or 
more years’ service and to thank them 
for their hard work and commitment. 
The ‘Class of 86’ posed for a special 
photoshoot in front of the company’s 
retro-liveried’ double deck bus which 
was unveiled recently. 


The classic beige design was the first 
example of the Reading Buses brand name 
launched following deregulation, and has 
been brought back to life on one bus to 
mark the occasion, as well as the company’s 
achievements since deregulation. 

‘Reading’s been doing that well since 
deregulation three decades ago and that’s 
something we should rightly celebrate, 
but more importantly, the fantastic 
efforts of our great team,’ commented 
Martijn Gilbert, CEO of Reading Buses. 

He added that the retro bus was 
also a ‘fitting tribute’ to the hard work 
of long-serving team members at the 


operator, including married couple, Neil 
and Heather Scott, who both started 
on the same day over 35 years ago, Ted 
McDonnell and Bob Clark, Paul Searle, 
the last person to be employed before 
de-regulation, as well as the first following 
deregulation, Tim Farrall. 

Said Martijn: Together they have 
approximately 950 years’ service and 
form an important part of our team, 
blending history and long-standing 
knowledge with the new thinking and 
innovation that helps make Reading 
Buses the success it is today.’ Picture: 
READING BUSES 
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Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 



An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody else 



ZENITH 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 

•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 


ifa 



1 023 9265 5224 ( Pre 


Credit cards accepted on our wide range of books, DVDs and back issues! 


ESERVAUQI 


gdPreshus publishing , 


PUBLISHING' 


PUBLISH! 


Can’t make these dates? 
Then why not make an 
appointment to visit us? 

Call us NOW! 

024 7661 6930 


visit our sales stand , we will be at the following events 


MANCHESTER 
MERTHYR TYDFIL 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
DONNINGTON PARK 
BIRKENHEAD 
GLASGOW 


Sunday 4 September 
Sunday 11 September 
Sunday 18 September 
Sunday 25 September 
Sunday 2 October 
Sat/Sun 8/9 October 


MMT Trans-Lancs Rally 
Bus & Coach Wales 
Potteries Connection 
Showbus 

Wirral Bus & Tram Show 
GVVT Open Weekend 




e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com mPfPSbMS 
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A RARE RE RETURNS 

Southdown 2210 (PPM 2I0G), a 1968 dual-door Eastern Coach Works-bodied Bristol RESL6G new to Brighton, Hove 
& District, has returned to the rally and running day scene following many years’ absence as DAVID JUKES reports. 


Production examples of the Bristol RE first 
appeared as 36ft-long buses (RELL: Long 
Low frame) and coaches (RELH: Long 
High frame) in 1963. The type’s Series 2 
range of 1967 introduced shorter variants 
RESL (Short Low frame) for bus work and 
RESH (Short High frame) for coach work. 

The RESL was available as the 29ft 7in 
length RESL1 and the 30ft lin length 
RESL5. Both had a 16ft 2in wheelbase 
(the RESL5 had a longer front overhang) 
which permitted the fitting of bodywork 
ranging between 30ft 6ins and 33ft 
lengths. Production of the RESL1 had 
ceased by 1969 after 161 examples were 
built, the RESL5 remaining available until 
its replacement by the RESL8 in 1970. 

This last was specifically designed for 
10m (33ft) x 2.5m (8ft 2 1 Ain) bodywork 
and had a 16ft 6in wheelbase to comply 
with Government bus grant specifications; 
the 372 RESL8s built followed on from a 
total of 165 RESL5s. 


Bristol chassis and Eastern Coach 
Works (ECW) bodies were available on 
the open market from 1965, but a strong 
association remained. This resulted in 
ECW bodying 50 RESLls, 135 RESL5s 
and 219 RESL8s. Of these, eight, 29 and 
18 respectively were built with dual-doors 
(see table opposite) - the remainder 
received one. 

ECW body styles changed too during 
RESL production. Early RESL1 buses 
retained the earlier curvaceous styling 
from the first production series RELL 
buses before Coventry broke the mould 
by specifying a completely flat front on its 
1967 deliveries. A revised production style 
appeared later the same year marrying a flat 
front with peaked domes front and rear. 

This variant was initially fitted with 
a relatively shallow windscreen to 
enable provision of T-type destination 
displays, but taller windscreens which 
offered improved visibility for driver and 


passengers were fitted as standard from 
1969 until further replacement by curved 
glass the following year. 

Just four dual-door ECW-bodied Bristol 
RESLs remain in preservation: South 
Shields 1 (ECU 201E), Brighton, Hove & 
District 206/10 (PPM 206/10G) and Alder 
Valley 651 (CCG 296K). It is upon PPM 
210G we now focus. 

PPM 2I0G 

PPM 210G was numerically the last of ten 
dual-door ECW-bodied Bristol RESL6G 
buses delivered to Brighton, Hove & 
District as its Nos 201-10 (PPM 201-210G) 
in July 1968. These Gardner 6HLW- 
powered Bristols seated 35 with space for 
a further 27 standees and entered service 
on route 8 on 4 August and routes 43, 44 
and 44A on 8 September 1968. 

That year’s sale of the British 
Electric Traction Group’s bus operating 
subsidiaries to the Transport Holding 



The quality of No 2210’s restoration is 
readily apparent, as are the signs fitted 
from new to ensure passengers paid the 
driver on entry and did not board using 
the centre doors. The PLEASE PAY 
AS YOU ENTER signs are internally 
illuminated. DAVID JUKES 
















Company saw the former BET Southdown 
Motor Services take over the latter’s 
BH&D from 1 January 1969. 2000 was 
added to BH&D fleetnumbers to avoid 
duplication; BH&D No 210 was now 
Southdown No 2210. 

No 2210 was one of the last ex-BH&D 
buses to retain its red and cream livery; 
National Bus Company green was applied 
by 1975 (sister 2206 was Southdown’s very 
last red and cream vehicle before a March 
1975 repaint). 

The RESL passed to WLG Sherrin of 
Carhampton for further service in June 
1982 before seeing non-PSV use with 
Summerwest World at Minehead from 
August 1988 to 1992. 

Preservation beckoned with its sale to 
John Hembry that year. It was acquired 
by the Brighton, Hove & District 210 
Preservation Group in August 2000 for 
continued preservation before passing to 
current owners Jason Rayner and Richard 
Sinclair of the Hampshire Bus & Coach 
Preservation Group on 20 August 2013. 

T was Rail Replacement Manager for 
South West Trains at the time,’ recalls 
Jason. T had a meeting at Southdown PSV 
and while looking around the yard and its 
sales stock found the RE in a corner. Tt 
was looking very sorry for itself so I made 
initial enquiries about it,’ he continues. Tt 
was owned by a consortium led by Gordon 
Dinnage, but was not then available. 
Nothing came of it until later when I was 
speaking to Southdown PSV on another 
matter,’ says Jason. A comment was made 
that the bus had to be quickly removed 
from the yard so I contacted Gordon and 
we went to look at it.’ 

Jason knew the bus was a major 
restoration project; it lacked an engine 
and showed evidence of some bodywork 
issues. Fortunately he is good friends with 
experienced Bristol RE restorer Richard 


With superb assistance from Hamilton 
Gray of Exeter, the RE was collected 
from a Crawley industrial estate where 
it had stood for many years. The bus is 
about to leave Crawley on 19 August 2013 
for a new life in Hampshire. 

DANIEL RAYNER 

The donor Gardner 6HLXB engine is 
waiting to be fitted just one month after 
the RE had arrived at its new home. The 
BH&D RESLs were originally fitted with 
Gardner 6HLW 8-litre engines but the 
larger 11-litre 6HLXB has been installed 
to provide greater power for the longer 
distance events. DANIEL RAYNER 


1 EARLY BRISTOL RELLs 

RESLI 

1967 Coventry 519-21 (KHP5I9-2IE) 

1967 

South Shields 1-5 (ECU 20I-5E) 

RESL5 

1968 Brighton, Hove & District 201-10 (PPM 20I-I0G) 
1968 South Shields 6-11 (HCU5I6-2IG) 

1967 

1968 

Leicester 1-5 (LJF I-5F) 

Thames Valley S331 -8 (LJB 331-8F) 

RESL8 

1971 Aldershot & District 468-70, 640-51 

(DOU 49I-3K, YHO 63I-6J, CCG 29I-6K) 

1970 

Southdown 2211/2/600 
(TCD 611/2, 2600J)* 
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Above: Richard Sinclair can be seen carrying out some final work on the engine after 
just fitting it. DANIEL RAYNER 


Above right: The whole Rayner family is involved. Jason and Heather are seen in full 
concentration mode as the last of the old Brighton and Hove paint is scraped from 
the roof panels. 14 June 2015. DANIEL RAYNER 


Below: Crumbs ... Removing a number of front panels uncovered rotten framework 
around the windscreen. The roof dome was removed in order to replace this; the 
new frame is seen on 7 April 2016. DANIEL RAYNER 


SOUTHSEA PARADE 



Rich Boddy has spent many hours 
scraping the RE! DANIEL RAYNER 



The Hampshire Bus & Coach 
Preservation Group was very fortunate 
to have continued support from the 
Hants & Surrey Bristol RE Group 
throughout the restoration of PPM. Mark 
Webb from the latter Group paints the 
new rims for the RE, a month before its 
MoT test. DANIEL RAYNER 
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Sinclair who was very keen when told it 
was a flat-fronted dual-door bus. 

Richard and Jason, together with 
Jason’s wife Heather and his son Daniel, 
were generously allowed to acquire the 
RE by Gordon and it was soon towed to 
Hampshire by Hamilton Gray Coaches of 
Exeter. 

MOBILE 

‘We first had to get the RE mobile so 
it could be more easily moved around,’ 
explains Jason. ‘Richard had an available 
Gardner 6HLXB engine so that was put 
into the bus quite rapidly. The chassis 
was in fairly good condition, but needed 
repainting which was mostly done by 
Daniel, Heather and a friend of ours, Rich 
Boddy. ‘They rubbed down the existing 
paintwork, applied a special rust-proof 
coating and then repainted the chassis 
grey.’ 

Richard Sinclair and Jason meanwhile 
worked on the more technical chassis 
parts. Air and fuel pipes were renewed, 
the air and fuel tanks removed and 
refurbished before refitting, new front 
wheel bearings fitted, springs refurbished 
and new brake chambers installed. A 
full engine and gearbox service was 
also carried out and a new set of tyres 
borrowed from the Group’s Royal Blue 
Bristol RELH coach which is currently off 



Left: Not all the scraping, sanding and painting had to be done on the outside. Daniel 
sprays the panels around the centre doors with a grey primer. This was applied 
after the area had its paint scraped of paint and before an application of the new 
cream topcoat. DANIEL RAYNER 

Below: Richard Sinclair is using his expert skills to apply the first layer of the 
National Bus Company leaf green topcoat. The vehicle was painted before 
replacing the window rubbers in order to protect the interior from 
dust and dirt. DANIEL RAYNER 


the road for minor refurbishment work. 

It took the Group a year to laboriously 
remove the exterior paintwork back to 
bare metal. It was apparent all was not 
well with the front dome so this was 
removed and the rotten framework 
replaced with new timber. 

Richard was then able to repaint the 
bus by hand, assisted by the others where 
necessary. He and Jason refitted the 


Below left: Replacing all the window rubbers 
was a time consuming task. Each window 
was removed, new rubber cut to size and 
the glazing put back in place. Jason and 
Richard fit a window with new rubber by 
pulling the rubber edge into the frame 
using string and force! Along the way a 
number of defective window sliders were 
refurbished and replaced. 2 May 2016. 

Below: Emily Shaw applies grey topcoat of 
paint after applying the green protective 
undercoat. Both: DANIEL RAYNER 
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windows using new rubber sourced from 
Sussex-based Mark Terrill, who Jason 
found to be most helpful. Electrical issues 
with the doors and exterior lighting also 
required Richard’s attention; it proved 
necessary to rewire the rear lights and 
door motors to make them work. 

The cab area and passenger doors 
were also repainted: This bus is a little 
unusual,’ considers Jason. 'Most National 
Bus Company Bristol RE buses had 
doors painted Tilling cream on their 
insides, the same as their dashboards. 
Looking at photographs of this one when 
in Southdown service in the Portsmouth 
area, the doors are painted green on the 
inside as well as outside, so we have copied 
that. 

T wanted to preserve the bus in the 
condition I remember it working routes 
337, 338 and 740 when I was growing up 
in Waterlooville,’ he continues. That is 
why it is painted in Southdown livery. And 
I am very much a National Bus Company 
enthusiast. 

This is how it came back from 
refurbishment at Crosville around 1980 
in unrelieved green. The interior is as 
fitted by Crosville although we are unclear 
if it or a subsequent owner removed the 
standing area opposite the centre doors 
and fitted extra seats.’ 

Jason admits the interior to be 
unfinished but it is kept clean and tidy to 
represent the in-service look preferred by 
the RE’s current owners, complete with 
a mix of genuine and reproduced posters 


carried by Portsmouth-based buses in the 
early-1980s on the cove panels. 

TIME TASK 

Almost every weekend for the past six 
months has been spent working on the 
bus; the Group’s hard work culminating 
in a successful MoT pass at I M Services 
of Romsey on 13 June and its subsequent 
appearances at the Hants & Surrey Bristol 
RE Group Running Day that same month 
and the Provincial Society’s Stokes Bay 
rally in August. 

Jason, Heather, Daniel and Richard 
would like to thank Gordon Dinnage for his 
support and allowing them to acquire the 
bus (they acknowledge it was a particularly 
difficult decision for him), the staff at 
Southdown PSV for their help assisting 
the RE’s extraction, Clinton and Julian 
of Hamilton Gray Coaches of Exeter for 
their hard work undertaking a challenging 
recovery (and Alistair Gray for allowing 
Clinton and Julian to recover the bus), 
friends at the Hants & Surrey Bristol RE 
Group for their support, and the enthusiasts 
who follow the Hampshire Bus & Coach 
Preservation Group’s website (www. 
hampshirebuses.weebly.com) for their kind 
messages of support throughout the project. 

Our grateful thanks to The PPM 210G 
restoration team Richard Sinclair, Jason 
Rayner, Heather Rayner, Daniel Rayner, 
Emily Shaw, Mark Webb and Rich Boddy, 
and in particular to Jason, Heather 
and Daniel for their kind assistance at 
relatively short notice. 


Left: No 22IO’s neat interior looking 
rearwards past the centre doors. Note 
the emergency exit door mounted 
centrally on the rear wall, complete with 
low level window intended to ease the 
driver’s lot when reversing. A standee 
area was originally provided opposite the 
centre doors - evidence of the handrail 
fixings may be traced above the offside 
windows. DAVID JUKES 

Opposite page: 

The early-1980s corporate National Bus 
Company identity is borne by No 2210; 
by that time the white relief band ceased 
to be applied on new and repainted 
single-deck buses. The RE’s brightwork, 
painstakingly uncovered by Heather 
Rayner, and its cream window rubbers 
relieve the plain green finish. 

DAVID JUKES 

Two of these attractive internally- 
illuminated notices were carried by the 
PPM-G Bristol RESLs, one on the front 
dash panel and the other below waist 
level just aft of the four-leaf entrance 
door. DAVID JUKES 

The RE has carried this internally 
illuminated rear registration from new. 

DAVID JUKES 

The Southdown fleetname and later 
National Bus Company double-N logo 
are carried on the RE’s roof panels. 

DAVID JUKES 

A mix of genuine and reproduction 
posters as fitted to Southdown’s 
Portsmouth-based buses in the early- 
1980s are carried by the RE on its 
cove panels. This is one of the former 
advertising Portsmouth area travelcards 
that could be used on Southdown and 
City of Portsmouth buses plus British 
Rail trains. DAVID JUKES 

Standard ECW-length window bays 
were fitted to all but the rear pair of 
side windows on its RESL bus bodies; 
these last were also common to the 
longer RELL buses bodied by ECW. 

Only Leicester specified long rearmost 
windows without the intermediate pillar 
on its ECW-bodied RESLs. The upright 
rear is most noticeable from this angle. 
DAVID JUKES 


WANTED 

A Portsmouth area ultimate destination 
blind for PPM 2I0G previously carried by 
a Southdown single-deck bus to replace 
the ex-Queen Mary Leyland Titan PD3/4 
blind currently fitted. 

If you are able to assist please contact 
Jason Rayner via the Hampshire Bus & 
Coach Preservation Group’s website: 
www.hampshirebuses.weebly.com 
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Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 



Following on from 
David Jukes’ account of 
a BH&D/Southdown 
RELH6G now returned 
to the road, and his 
detailed look at early 
Bristol REs in words, here 
we continue the story in 
pictures, taking in Series 
2 and 3 machines, but 
confining ourselves to 
examples from NBC and 
its predecessors’ fleets. 


This page: 

Thames Valley 402 (CBL 
356B) is a 54-seat RELL6G. 
Originally numbered S307, it 
was one of three delivered in 
1964. 

1965 54-seat RELL6G, 
Lincolnshire 1205 (AVL 738C) 
is seen at Chapel St Leonards 
awaiting departure to 
Mablethorpe. 

United Welsh 211 (HWN 
458D) is a 1966 54-seat 
RELL6G transferred in 1971 
to South Wales, with which it 
became its 611. 

Opposite page: 

Top: Completing our round-up 
of curved-screen REs is now 
preserved Southern Vectis 
808 (HDL 23E), a 1967 43-seat 
RESL6G seen here in June 
1973. 

Centre left: A dual-purpose 
50-seater, RELL6G United 
R70 (RHN 270F), with shallow 
windscreen, was new in 1967. 
Later renumbering schemes 
saw in become No 4172 and 
subsequently No 6006. 

Centre right: Seen at Bristol 
Zoo in September 1971, 

Bristol Omnibus Cl 128 (UHY 
623H) is a 1969 44-seat dual¬ 
door RELL6L, an example of 
the later Series 2s featuring a 
deeper windscreen. 

Bottom: Moving on to the 
Series 3 version featuring a 
BET windscreen, we see in 
1971 53-seat RELL6G, United 
Welsh 222 (WCY 62J), new in 
1970. It was transferred the 
following year to South Wales 
with which it became No 622. 


18 


www.presbuspublishing.com 

























■ 

H U 


/Sf * 

<1 


M 

mm 

2E 




October 2016 


19 









































Top: Hants & Dorset 1636 
(TRU 2I8J) is a 1970 45-seat 
dual-door RELL6G. Seen 
here in Bournemouth in 
September 1974, this bus 
later became No 3040. 

Above: Also new to Hants & 
Dorset and later transferred 
to Wilts & Dorset is the 
latter’s 3043 (UEL 559J), 
a 1971 45-seat dual-door 
RELL6G seen at Canford 
Heath in June 1989. No 3043 
was scrapped at Carlton in 
1992. 

Left: North Devon Red Bus 
No 2755 (UTT 558J), a 1971 
53-seat RELL6G new to 
Western National is seen in 
June 1984. It was scrapped the 
following year. 
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Above: Some REs delivered to BET subsidiaries 
were bodied by Marshall rather than ECW. 
East Midland 0538 (CRR 538J), a 1970 49-seat 
RELL6L was sold for scrap in 1981. 


Below: 1971 53-seat RELL6G No 641 

(ACY 641K) is another South Wales machine, 

on this occasion new to the operator. 



Below: City of Oxford bought 
few saloons in its later pre- 
NBC days, preferring coaches 
for longer, rural and express 
routes. This policy more or 
less continued post-NBC, 
therefore no Nationals were 
bought new, the RE being 
favoured whilst it was still 
available. New in 1974, dual- 
purpose 49-seat RELH6L, 
Oxford South Midland 86 
(RBW 86M) is seen in Oxford 
in October 1976. 
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Pictures: DAVID JUKES 
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We cross The Pond to the USA’s 
west coast for a selection of Olympians: 
and a solitary Metrobus, operating 
sightseeing and tour duties, 
courtesy of CHRIS MARTIN 
who visited the area 
in late-June. ^ 


BRITISH BUS COMPANY OF SANTEE, CALIFORNIA 



are used mainly on advertising promotional 
work and private hire operations but also 
operate a shuttle between Solana Beach railway 
station and the Del Mar racetrack on race days. 
They are kept busy during June operating a 
‘Park & Ride’ shuttle from Horse Park to the 
San Diego County Fair (held at the Del Mar 
racetrack) as illustrated by the accompanying 
pictures. 

(I) Alexander (Belfast)-bodied Leyland 
Olympian 00239TI was new to Dublin 
Bus as its RH108 (9I-D-I0I08) in 


The British Bus Company (BBC) operates 
a fleet of UK double-deck buses alongside a 
number of typical American Bluebird single¬ 
deck school buses. Twelve of the former 


are Leyland Olympians — the company 
standardising on Cummins LlO-powered 
examples owing to California’s tightening 
emission regulations. At least two Volvo 
Citybuses are also 
owned. 


The ex- 


UK buses 


1991. It passed with several sister vehicles to 
Halifax Joint Committee in 2003 and carried 
the UK registration J829 CEV. The Olympian’s 
identity was changed prior to export to 
overcome US restrictions on importing 
vehicles under 25 years old; the chosen 
disguise was ATK I57W, previously carried by a 
Plymouth Leyland Atlantean. 

(2) Alexander RL-bodied Leyland Olympian 
46887YI was new to Luton & District as 

its No 633 (F633 LMJ), that company’s first 
post-deregulation full-sized bus, and the first 
of a 25-strong batch. When eventually sold 
by Arriva The Shires the Olympian spent a 
short time with Western Greyhound before 
returning to its native Bedfordshire for further 
use with Barfordian of Bedford. 

(3) 64164X1 was one of 12 Alexander RL- 
bodied Leyland Olympians new to Armchair of 
Brentford for London Regional Transport route 
260. It passed to Holmeswood of Lancashire 
with which it was re-registered YXI 7923. 
Identical sister G76I YUR, which was also part 
of the Holmeswood fleet with registration 

MIL 9576, also forms part of the BBC fleet 
registered 64163X1. 

(4) 68026A2 was new to London United’s 
low-cost Riverside Bus division for London 
Regional Transport route 237 as its L302 
(G302 UYK); one of 23 all-Leyland Olympians 
based at Stamford Brook. Post-London life saw 
this bus serve UK North then various small 
operators before finishing its UK service with 
Finch of Wigan. 
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(5) All-Leyland Olympian 69022TI was new 
to Southern Vectis as its No 726 (G726 XDL). 
It was later refurbished on the Isle of Wight for 
Route Rouge duties and re-registered TIL 6726 
which it retained for the remainder of its UK 
service career. No 726 was later transferred 

to fellow Go-Ahead company Wilts & Dorset, 
whose livery the bus still carries. Also operated 
by BBC in Wilts & Dorset livery is identical 
sister vehicle G724 XDL with Californian 
registration 22I88UI. 

(6) 69288TI new to South Notts of Gotham 
as its No 128 (FI28 KTV); one of a pair of 
Northern Counties Palatine-bodied Leyland 
Olympians purchased by this independent 
shortly before the company passed to 
Nottingham City Transport. This bus passed 
to Holmeswood of Lancashire and was re¬ 
registered A20 HWD, the registration being 
retained upon export. 

(7) Alexander RH-bodied Leyland Olympian 
96868RI was new to Lothian Regional 
Transport in 1988 as its No 326 (E326 MSG), 
one of a 36-strong batch. This bus passed with 
nine sisters to Preston Bus, remaining until 
the brief Stagecoach Group takeover. Its UK 
service finished at North Somerset Coaches 
before export to California. Sister vehicles 
F367/7I WSC are also owned by BBC — the 
former operating with Californian registration 
6908RI, whilst the latter awaits registration 
and new licence plates. 
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The Big Bus Tours operation in San Francisco 
has a mixed fleet consisting of modern 
Chinese-built Ankai double-deck buses 
and former Hong Kong Leyland Olympian 
and Dennis Condors transferred from 
the company’s London fleet. There are 12 
Olympians in the fleet, all new to Kowloon 
Motor Bus with Alexander RH bodywork 


converted to open-top form in Hong Kong 
before export to the UK. These, and some 
Duple Metsec-bodied Dennis Condors, have 
been replaced by newer vehicles in London 
before being shipped across to the USA for 
further service. A loop taking nearly three 
hours is operated to a ten-minute headway at 
its peak frequency. 


(1) Big Bus OL97 was new as Kowloon 
S3BL329 (EC 880) in 1989, later receiving UK 
registration E35I NUV and Californian licence 
plate 00601 Ml in Big Bus Tours ownership. 

(2) . Sister OLI00 was new the same year 
as Kowloon S3BL33I (EC 1106) and was later 
registered E359NUV in the UK and 89247KI 
in California. 
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LA DOUBLE DECKER OF LOS ANGELES 


The LA Double Decker operates a small fleet of ex-UK double-deck buses. It no longer operates tours and now concentrates on providing lucrative 
mobile advertising hoardings and occasionally provides vehicles for Hollywood filming activities. 

(1) Alexander RL-bodied Leyland Olympian F803 FAO was new to Stagecoach Cumberland in 1988 as its No 1003, the first new bus for this 
operator after deregulation. The Olympian remained in the north-west in Stagecoach Group ownership before passing through small independent 
operators, including a brief spell with Morton’s of Tadley where it was repainted green and silver, before moving to G. H. Watts of Leicester as its final 
UK operator. F803 FAO arrived in Los Angeles in June 2016 and was put straight to work. 

(2) TIKEBUS was new to Yorkshire Traction as its No 626 (SHE 626Y), a typical National Bus Company specification Eastern Coach Works-bodied 
Leyland Olympian. This bus served Barnsley and the surrounding areas for nearly two decades before its 2004 sale to Archway of Poulton-le-Fylde. 

(3) 67049KI is a MCW Metrobus Ml<2 delivered to Northern General as its 3774 (C774 OCN) in 1986. 
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Left: Aldershot & District 184 
(HOU 910), seen here with the 
2nd Goadaiming Scout Group, is 
a Dennis Lancet III JlO/Strachan 
new in 1951. 

Below: This fine-looking AEC 
Matador with coachbuilt 
bodywork running on trade 
plates 008 VS was at the time of 
this view with Western, passing 
later to Clydeside Scottish upon 
the formation of that operator. 


Right: We start with what 
was at one time quite a well- 
known saloon, the one-time 
SMT A98 (FS 1116), an Albion 
Valkyrie PW65/ Cowieson 
new in October 1931. It is 
seen here in Hutchison of 
Overtown’s yard in October 
1978, converted to some 
kind of caravan and in the 
ownership of Struthers of 
East Kilbride. 


Heavenly half-cabs 


This month our regular 
look at the world of non- 
PSVs focuses on half-cab 
single-deckers serving a 
variety of purposes which 
only they can. 






























Left: Former United BL033I 
(KHN 431) looks very well 
turned out undertaking its 
new role providing transport 
for the Royal Signals Motor 
Cycle Display Team. New 
in 1949 this Bristol L6B was 
converted to L5G in 1959 and 
withdrawn by United in 1963. 




Above: This former United 
Bristol L5G was new in 
1950 as its BLO 491 (NHN 
91). It was converted to 
front-entrance in 1959 and 
withdrawn in 1965, passing 
that year via W. North 
(dealer) to contractor R. L. 
Wade & Son of St Helens 
in Auckland. It lasted with 
Wade until replaced by a 
Bristol SUL in the late 1960s. 


Right: Withdrawn in 1963, 

Bath Tramways 1949 Bristol 
L6B 2285 (LHW 908) saw 
later service with two Bristol 
contractors, R. Fox & Son and 
latterly, as seen here, O. J. 
Elliott & Co Ltd. 
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OK Mary! 


A Southdown ‘Queen Mary’ 
Leyland PD3/4 has been uniquely 
outshopped in memory of a great 
enthusiast of these buses. NICK 
LARKIN finds its condition OK! 


Ah, a Southdown Leyland PD3/4, 

‘Queen Mary’, making its way slowly but 
majestically across the Sussex Downs, 
the slight roar of its engine mingling with 
birdsong and the beautiful environment, 
these buses almost seemed to have been 
made for reflecting in gleaming apple 
green and primrose paintwork, with sun 
bouncing off the chrome. Surely one of 
the most evocative 1960s bus images never 
to be forgotten by any of us who saw it, 
and which, thanks to preservation, and 
for that matter rural conservation is still 
regularly recreated. 

That was, and is, a tiny fraction of the 
full story, then and now. Southdown’s 
great colours were snatched away in favour 
of drab and soon tatty NBC green, which 
even slightly diminished the magnificence 
of ‘Marys’ when seen against a backdrop 
of Shoreham power station on a murky 
Monday morning. 

VARIED CAREER 

But far more importantly, Routemasters 
aside, there is probably no bus that has 


had a more varied career post-original 
operator than the 300 or so Leyland 
PD3/4s delivered to Southdown between 
1958 and 1967. They served everywhere 
from Hong Kong to Leicester, and were 
involved in countless non-PSV duties, 
some examples never even leaving 
Southdown. 

But seven ‘Marys,’ so called for their 
apparent huge size by the way, seem to 
be better remembered than any others 
for their long period of service with 
one of the most respected independent 
operators anywhere. They also looked 
wonderful in their proud new operator’s 
superb livery; a kind of two-tone red and 
cream version of Southdown colours and, 
could be seen running in different lovely 
hilly countryside. This time in County 
Durham. The operator was OK Motor 
Services of Bishop Auckland, founded in 
1912. 

Now ‘Queen Mary’ FCD 286D is back 
on the road after nearly 25 years absence 
and back in Sussex, finished in OK guise. 
The bus has been dedicated as a mobile 


memorial to arguably one of the two 
biggest devotees of the ‘Queen Mary’, 
Julian Osborne, who died earlier this year, 
aged 63, while travelling on a bus. Born in 
Worthing in 1952, Julian worked as a bus 
conductor for Brighton, Hove & District 
while at university. His daughter, Sarah 
revealed: ‘Dad loved ‘Queen Marys’ from 
the first time he saw them, and it is true 
that part of his honeymoon was spent 
tracking them down in Hong Kong. We 
are delighted that a ‘Queen Mary’ has 
been dedicated to him. 

Julian had worked for British Airways, 
which helped in his discovery missions 
to find and record ‘Marys’, and wrote a 
column for BUSES about his experiences 
of bus travel and later worked as an 
industry consultant and in various 
capacities for Bus Users UK. 

He also wrote two of the most highly 
regarded bus books ever, The Southdown 
PD3 ‘Queen Marys' —A Souvenir ,’ first 
published in the 1980s and more recently 
The Southdown ‘Queen Marys' — 

A Souvenir. 
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OK AND THE ‘QUEEN MARY’ 

Charles Marshall, former Managing 
Director at OK Motor Services was 
responsible for ‘Queen Marys’ entering 
the fleet. He joined OK in 1970 having 
got to know, through his then job as a 
technical representative with Plaxton, 
managing director Wade Emmerson, 
whose father, also called Wade, had 
founded OK in 1912. 

‘Around 1975 we had realised that the 
only way we could remain competitive 
on school contracts was to shift large 
numbers of children’, Charles recalled. 

‘We had decided to test the water by 
bidding for a contract to take large 
numbers of children from Newton 
Aycliffe to St John’s Roman Catholic 
School at Bishop Auckland using double- 
deckers, rather than 41-seat coaches. 
Ultimately the tender was successful, but 
we didn’t have any vehicles.’ 

Added Charles: ‘I had written to several 
operators asking to be put on their tender 
lists — one which agreed was Southdown. 
It had four ‘Queen Marys’ available, 

XUF 846-9, along with other vehicles and 
I went down to Brighton to view them. 
They were in excellent condition, but 
we were unsuccessful with our tender. 
Southdown’s engineering director kindly 
told us that the buses had been sold to 
dealer Frank Cowley of Salford, We ended 
up buying all four buses from him, but 
we collected them from Southdown at 
Brighton. I remember that we took them 
in pairs overnight. It was a long trip home! 

‘We acquired them in the August and 
the schools started in the September. We 
didn’t have much time, but fortunately 
September that year was a very fine 
month, so we painted the buses, I’m afraid 
to say, in stages. They went out in the 
morning in green, and could go out in the 
afternoon in pink undercoat!’ 

Charles was most impressed with the 
vehicles: ‘The XUF batch were very good, 

Opposite: Following many years in 
storage, former Southdown and OK 
Motor Services Northern Counties- 
bodied Leyland PD3/4 FCD 286 has 
been superbly turned out in OK Motor 
Services Livery and returned to the road. 
NICK LARKIN 

Above: Flashback to OK days. FCD 286D 
is seen on the Bishop Auckland to 
Evenwood service. STEPHEN HOWARTH 

Right: FCD 286D as received by Chris 
Pearce primarily in Northumbria training 
livery. NICK LARKIN 



except that one, I think it was XUF 846, 
never seemed to perform as well as the 
others no matter what we did to it.’ But 
he added: ‘Southdown had bought them 
to a very high spec, not only the seats 
and interiors, but also on the chassis side. 
There were all sorts of little things, like 
alkaline batteries.’ 

As well as schools, the buses made 
service appearances, mainly on the 
Bishop Auckland to Evenwood route. 

Four years later, OK was becoming ‘a bit 
disenchanted’ with the AN68 Feyland 
Atlantean and even bought a Dennis 
Dominator. ‘When we found that Paul 
Sykes in Barnsley had some ‘Queen 
Marys’ for sale we went to have a look at 
them,’ Charles remembered. ‘He had BUF 
277C and BUF 279C, and as we had a 
wander around we saw FCD 286D which 
had been in the Hove depot fire. It wasn’t 
badly damaged, 


but was a bit charred around the front 
end, particularly near the entrance door.’ 

‘We originally thought it might be a 
source of spares, but it was a runner so 
it was driven back to Bishop Auckland. 
The seat of the damage turned out to be 
around the entrance doors. ‘We weren’t 
that keen on electrically-operated doors, 
so we converted it to air, and, as with all 
our similar vehicles, we altered it to a 
configuration whereby only one of the two 
doors could be opened at a time, to stop 
children crowding onto the bus.’ 

The other two ‘Queen Marys’ were 
also bought from Paul Sykes, and again 
gave excellent service. ‘I think that 
once repaired, FCD 286D had the least 
eventful career with OK. It just got on 
with the job. This bus, and BUF 277C 
were sold to Northumbria Motor Services 
as driver trainers around 1987,’ Charles 
recalled. 
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BUF 279C had been involved in a 
lowbridge accident but only needed 
minor roof repairs, but much bodywork 
was carried out and the vehicle was still 
with OK when it sold out to Go-Ahead 
in 1997. 'It was still running, and on one 
Saturday afternoon it even did a round 
trip on our Bishop Auckland to Newcastle 
service. They were great buses. Practically 


unbreakable in many ways, even the 
drivers liked them. I’m really pleased to 
hear about the restoration of FCD 286D 
and look forward to seeing it.’ 

OK AGAIN 

Not surprisingly the man responsible 
for FCD 286D becoming an OK tribute 
to Julian Osborne is the other greatest- 


known ‘Queen Mary’ devotee Chris 
Pearce; owner of several examples 
including FCD 286D, operator of 
Southdown Historic Vehicles and a tireless 
promoter of all things Southdown. ‘Julian 
was a wonderful man, and an inspiration. 
He is such a big loss to his family, 
ourselves and the whole bus industry’, 
said Chris, who, provided a ‘Queen Mary’ 
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for Julian’s funeral. He has given us so 
much help over the years in finding buses, 
including FCD 286D, which he had 
photographed at OK and even been given 
a ride on in 1993 when it was at W. H. 
Fowler of Holbeach Drove in 1993.’ 

FCD 286D was sold by Fowler’s last 
year to Eric Graveling, who replaced the 
lower panels and rear door with parts 


supplied by Chris, modified the nearside 
cab door giving access to the engine bay 
and replaced various ancillaries before 
Chris bought the bus. 'It was still mainly 
in Northumbria training livery and in 
need a repaint. Because it had had been 
with OK and Julian and found the vehicle, 
it just struck me that it would be great to 
put it back into OK colours.’ 


Far left: The PD3 has been superbly 
finished in OK colours as a tribute to a 
great enthusiast for these buses — the 
late Julian Osborne. NICK LARKIN 

Inset: Tribute to the late Julian Osborne is 
carried on board. NICK LARKIN 

Left: The rear-entrance door was replaced 
during restoration. NICK LARKIN 

The bus was sent to Lamb’s 
Commercial Spraying of Rye and emerged 
in full OK colours, with the help of 
paint codes supplied by former OK 
traffic manager and ‘Queen Mary’ driver 
Andrew Tydsley (thanks for your help 
with this feature, Andrew!), and the use 
of a Corgi model of an OK ‘Queen Mary’. 
Andrew also had OK destination blinds in 
his shed. Appropriate logos were produced 
by enthusiasts. The bus looks absolutely 
superb and what a tribute to Julian. 

‘Since it was launched at the Worthing 
Rally, I cannot believe the interest it has 
inspired. There is so much interest in 
OK, and it was obviously a very special 
operator. Thankfully two other former 
OK ‘Queen Marys’ survive on the South 
Coast, BUF 277C with Garth Porrell and 
BUF 279C with Phil Blair. 

Said Chris: ‘It’s a long way, but with 
all the support I’ve been getting, I am 
tempted to take at least FCD 286D back 
to the North East for an OK ‘Queen 
Mary’ event. There would be no shortage 
of passengers!’ 


Clockwise from top left: 

Leyland 0.600 engine still runs well. 

Evidence of OK days unearthed. 

A sign still surviving from Southdown 
days. Editor’s note: I travelled on 
these buses in the 1960s and clearly 
remember this unusual request. It 
must have been effective, as I never saw 
anyone carrying a musical instrument, 
let alone playing it — come to think of 
it the same goes for radios and tape 
recorders — a tempting prospect to 
resist nevertheless! I did once see a 
chap with a Dansette record player 
on his lap, but he was having trouble 
persuading the needle to stay in the 
groove due to the motion of the bus ... 

Upstairs seats have survived well. 

Multiple PD3 owner: Chris Pearce. 

All: NICK LARKIN 


Right: BUF 279C was unveiled at 
Worthing Rally in July with members of 
Julian Osborne’s family present. 

PAUL GAINSBURY 
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ATTRACTION 


The East Anglia Transport Museum's London Event saw its home fleet of 
ex-London Transport vehicles joined by others from the Crich Tramway 
Village, London Transport Museum and private collections. DAVID JUKES 
took the pictures on Saturday 9 July. 


The East Anglia Transport Museum’s 
(EATM) London Event on 9/10 July 
brought together a selection of preserved 
trams, trolleybuses and motorbuses that 
plied London’s streets at various times 
during the last century. The Museum’s 
former London County Council HR/2- 


class tram No 1858, built by English 
Electric in 1930 on EMB bogies, shared 
the rails with Crich Tramway Village’s 
former London County Council B-class 
tram No 106, built by the Electric Railway 
& Tramway Carriage Company Ltd of 
Preston in 1903 on a Brill 21E single 


truck. The latter was on a short-term 
loan to the EATM as detailed within last 
month’s ‘News Plus’ pages and proved 
most popular with the Museum’s visitors. 

The London Trolleybus Preservation 
Society’s collection of former London 
Transport trolleybuses operated a 
comprehensive service throughout 
the event. Careful planning enabled 
the Museum’s overhead circuit to be 
circumnavigated in a clockwise direction 
on certain journeys, in addition to the 
more usual anti-clockwise operation. 

All four London trolleybuses were 
operating: Class C2 No 260 (CUL 260), 
a 1936 Metro-Cammell-bodied AEC 
664T celebrating its 80th birthday (it 
was delivered to Fulwell Depot on 2 July 
1936 and was first licensed on 1 August 
1936), Class K2 No 1201 (EXV201), a 
1938 all-Leyland LPTB70, Class L3 No 
1521 (FXH 521), a 1940 Metro-Cammell 
chassisless, and Class HI No 796 (ELB 
796), a 1938 Metro-Cammell-bodied 
Leyland LPTB70. 

The last-mentioned made its post¬ 
repainting public debut at 2pm on the 
Saturday; No 796 is now resplendent in 
London Transport livery, complete with 
period advertisements and Bexleyheath 
Depot blinds. It is stunning! 

As anticipated, the London Transport 
Museum’s (LTM) K424 (XC 8059), 1921 
London General Omnibus Company¬ 
bodied AEC K, and LT1076 (GO 5198), 
a 1931 LGOC-bodied AEC Renown 664 
were both present. The third LTM visitor 
was rather smaller: Fordson tractor 35IX 
(CUC 192) of 1937 which was used to 
shunt trams and trolleybuses at Charlton 
overhaul works. 

Other London visitors assisting the 
Museum’s fleet with the event’s heritage 
bus services to Lowestoft and Beccles 
included Tim Stubbs’ former RTW178 
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(KLB 908), a 1949 all-Leyland 
Titan 6RT preserved in its 
later guise as Stevenson’s 
of Uttoxeter No 11, and 
Ensignbus’ former MD60 
(KJD 260P), a 1976 Metro- 
Scania Metropolitan — itself 
celebrating its 40th year. 

In conclusion; my thanks 
to all concerned for a most 
excellent and enjoyable 
day - the welcome, 
hospitality and assistance 
are much appreciated. 


Bottom left: The opportunity 
was taken to park the LTM’s 
1937 Fordson tractor 35IX 
(CUC 192) alongside the 
EATM’s almost identical 
unregistered sister 626X, 
which dates from 1942 
and has pneumatic tyres. 
Both vehicles were used 
by London Transport to 
shunt unpowered trams and 
trolleybuses. 


Bottom right: No 260 passes 
between the trolleybuses and 
light railway on a recently 
resurfaced section of road; 
an asphalt surface replacing 
the granite setts save the 
Dresden Circle, the centre¬ 
piece of which was recovered 
by a Dresden resident during 
the Communist years. 


This page, top to bottom: 

Former London Transport 
MD60 also served the 
haunts of south-east London 
previously operated by tram 
and trolleybus. The long- 
established route 99 linking 
Woolwich and Erith was 
worked by Metropolitans 
based at the old and new 
Plumstead Garages (codes 
AM & PD respectively) 
between 1980 and 1982 — the 
former closing in October 
1981 and its allocation then 
moving to the latter. 


Visiting K424 and LTI076 take 
a break in Herting Street 
between demonstration runs 
around the Museum’s road 
circuit. 


Visiting tram 106 loads for 
its next journey from the 
Chapel Road terminus while 
trolleybuses 796 and 1521 
await their departures. 


Opposite page, top: Visiting 
former LCC B-class tram 


No 106 joins Tramway Avenue 
on route from Hedley Grove. 
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Vintage Bristol 

Held this year on Sunday 31 July, the Bristol Vintage Bus Rally & Running Day, this being its 13th outing, is a joint 
collaboration between the Bristol Vintage Bus Group (BVBG) and the Avon Valley Railway. Following the demise of 
the Bristol Harbourside Rally this is now the main enthusiast event in the area although the BVBG does also offer 
spring and autumn mini-running days from its nearby Flowers Hill premises. 



Bristol C3386 (JHT 802) is a 1946 Bristol K6A chassis with a 1949 ECW 60-seat body 
fitted in April 1957 and now preserved by Dr Mike Walker. The K6A is seen here leaving 
Brislington. Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 

The warm weather made the three open-toppers very popular, although it did become 
overcast for a while. Loading at Brislington ‘Park & Ride’ are Bristol 8579 (869 NHT), a 
1961 Bristol FS6G; Western National 1936 (VDV 753), a 1957 Bristol LDL6G and Bristol 
C33I5 (GHT 127), a 1941 Bristol K5G restored to its later Brighton, Hove & District 
livery. At the rear is Bristol RESL6L BOC 516 (YHT 802J) on the Bitton service. 


The event has followed roughly the same 
path since its inception, although for the 
last two years at least the Flowers Hill 
premises have not been open as part of the 
event, one would surmise that volunteers 
are in short supply and it takes a lot of 
staff to man it. The main arena is now the 
Brislington 'Park & Ride’ site, conveniently 
located on the main A4 Bath to Bristol 
road. Although on a gentle slope it offers 
plenty of space for visiting vehicles and 
visitor car parking together with stall space 
and a ready-made bus service terminal. 

The site is owned by Bristol City Council 
to which the organisers expressed their 
gratitude in their programme and timetable 
book. This year’s event was brought 
forward by two weeks so as not to clash 
with the Bristol Balloon Festival (which it 
has done for some years!), the festival being 
held on the second weekend of August. 

The event attracts a wide spectrum of 
vehicle entries and its proximity to the 
Severn crossing means that South Wales- 
based buses and coaches can attend, thus 
there were representatives from the Cardiff 
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Transport Preservation Group and Swansea 
Bus Museum among those present. 

Interestingly, a number of the old 
regulars’ weren’t in evidence this year and 
were subtly replaced by other vehicles. This 
event does feature a very good selection 
of older preserved buses and coaches in 
service which probably attracts a lot of the 
enthusiast turnout with some travelling 
considerable distances to attend. There is 
also a display of classic cars at Brislington. 

Free bus services were concentrated on 
three main routes, Service 1 to the Avon 
Valley Railway at Bitton, Service 2 to Bristol 
City Centre (every 20 min) and Service 3 to 
Bath (hourly); these were supplemented by 
open-top tours and mystery tours by coach. 

The weather was warm and mainly sunny 
making the three open-toppers in service 
extremely popular. In fact this event and 
the recent Alton Rally seem to almost 
guarantee decent weather every year! 

Services were certainly well used by 
enthusiasts and families alike. Noticeably 
buses didn’t carry the paper destination 
labels of previous years, the dispatcher 
having to ask each driver where he was 
going and then use a loud hailer (in need of 
a new battery) to advise the waiting throngs 
as to where the bus was going, it did get a 
bit chaotic at times it must be noted. 

The Avon Valley Railway at Bitton is 
about four miles from Brislington and 
the service to and from Bitton station 
runs every 15min from 10.15. The railway 
itself is well worth a ride and there is a 
money-off voucher towards a ticket in 
the programme. The main station is on 

On display at the ‘Park & Ride’ site is 
BOC 7283 (HHY I86D), a 1966 Bristol 
FLF6G with ECW 70 seat body. It ran out 
of Swindon during most of its working 
life, but also saw service at Stroud and 
City depots before withdrawal on 30 
November 1979. The FLF6G was entered 
by Carl Richards. 

Former Bristol Tramways service vehicle 
W75 (FAE 60) is listed as an L5G Tower 
Wagon dating from 1938. It was owned 
by Crosville Motor Services at Weston- 
super Mare but is now with another 
owner it is thought. 

Seen at Bitton station is Damory 5070 
(GEL 686V), a 1980 Bristol VRT/SL3. 

New to Hants & Dorset as its No 3436, it 
was transferred to Wilts & Dorset with 
which it became 4436 in the low-mileage 
fleet. It was transferred again, this time 
to the Damory Coaches unit, in 2000. 
Withdrawn in November 2007 following a 
serious accident, it was purchased by the 
5070 Group and repaired and restored. 
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National Cycle Network Route 4, and on 
a nice day the station gets over-run with 
cyclists many of whom it would seem 
don’t expect to meet a bus or two in the 
car park. The railway also offers excellent 
refreshment facilities; refreshments were 
also available at Brislington, supplied by 
members of the BVBG inside the ‘P&R’ 
building with hot food being served 
outside. Stalls were located east and 
south-east of the building. 

There is a cloud on the horizon in that 
Bristol City Council and First is intending 
that the 'Park & Ride’ operates seven days a 
week which would leave this excellent event 
needing a new venue but I understand that 
now it is likely that the site will only operate 
on a Sunday if there is a major event in the 
City, so we’ll have to wait and see what 
happens in the future. 

An unusual member of the North 
Somerset Coaches fleet is this DAF SB220 
with Hungarian-built Ikarus body. Now 
registered 564 KHT it was originally L5I0 
EHD with Marchwood Motorways for use 
on Solent Blue Line franchised services. 

A Plaxton Elite on an unusual chassis 
— a Seddon Pennine IV, with front- 
mounted Perkins V8 engine. This coach, 
now owned by Roger Burdett, was new 
to Essex Motorways in 1971 and is one 
of only two known Seddon Pennine IV 
survivors. The livery is that of subsequent 
owner G. H. Watts of Leicester. 

Representing BOC’s large fleet of Bristol 
VRTs with both dual- and single-door 
ECW bodywork is Bristol 5150 (AHW 
201V) with 70-seat dual-door body, seen 
here entering the Brislington site. 
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LONDON 




Organised by Visions International, the first London Live event took place at Stagecoach East London’s West 
Ham garage on Saturday 23 July. Representatives of the current London bus scene abounded supported by a 
number of preserved vehicles. Here are some of the highlights. 


Above: This trio of London Country survivors comprises from the 
left T792 (HLX 462), a Mann Egerton-bodied AEC Regal III, RF672 
(NLE 672), featured in BcfiCP, August and GSI8 (MXX 318), a fine 
example of the 84-strong GS class of ECW-bodied Guy Specials. 


Left: The early years of First Group’s involvement in the London scene 
are represented by First Centrewest MAI (F60I XMS), an Alexander¬ 
bodied Mercedes-Benz 81 ID new to London Buses in 1988. 



Considerably senior to any of the above are: from the LBM DI42 (XX 9591), a Dodson-bodied Dennis 4-ton and, from the LT 
Museum, AEC K-type General K424 (XC 8059), both buses attracting much attention throughout the day. Pictures: PHILIP LAMB 
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This year’s Vintage Transport 
Extravaganza at South Cerney 
airfield in Gloucestershire over 
the weekend of Friday-Sunday 
5-7 August enjoyed some 
welcome sunshine during 
the whole weekend, although 
the edge was taken off 


temperatures on the Sunday by 
a brisk wind. 

Nevertheless, a good time 
was had by all who attended to 
view the vast array of vintage 
transport on display including 
steam road vehicles, tractors, 
trucks, fire engines and other 


emergency vehicles, military 
vehicles, cars, vans, motor 
cycles, bicycles — the list goes 
on, not to mention a sizeable 
display of buses and coaches 
which had grown considerably 
since we last visited a few years 
back. Here we take a look at 


just some of the highlights of 
the bus and coach section. 

Above: Local coach operator 
Alexcars of Cirencester 
displayed three vehicles 
including one of its two 
immaculate Duple Vista¬ 
bodied Bedford OBs, GDL 667 
which featured in B&CP some 
years back. In stark contrast 
two of the latest additions 
to the fleet were keeping 
it company. AH 16 BCH is 
a rare Yutong TC8, built in 
China, whilst BHI6 ACH is 
an example of Irizar’s latest 
offering, its Integral 16. 
Pictures: PHILIP LAMB 

Left: VDV 753 is one of a 
pair of experimental Bristol 
LDL6Gs new in 1957 to 
Western National with which 
both were later converted to 
open-top. Latterly in service 
with Eastern Counties, a 
spell in preservation was 
followed by 15 years’ use with 
Quantock Heritage before 
sale to the Bristol Vintage Bus 
Group in 2014. It is seen here 
taking part in the internal bus 
service. 
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Above: Not the usual fayre on these pages, 
but nevertheless very welcome is XSJ 
941, a 1961 1500cc Bedford CA utilibrake. 

Right: Duple TV-bodied Bristol LL6B, 

LTA 958 entered service with Southern 
National in 1951 as its 1324 remaining in 
service until 1964. Subsequent operators 
included Born of Northlew and Bruce & 
Parker of Okehampton, finding its way 
to Winkleigh and a preservation home 
with the West of England Transport 
Collection, before joining David Hoare’s 
collection of historic buses based in 
Chepstow during the 1990s. 


Above: Also on the vintage bus service which uses the airfield’s perimeter road is Bristol 
Tramways 2388 (LHT 911), Bristol L5G new in 1948 with an ECW body and a Bristol 
engine, which was replaced by the current Gardner unit in 1952, whilst a replacement 
body, a BBW structure was fitted in 1958. Withdrawn in 1963, the bus saw service with 
two Bristol-based contractors before entering preservation with the late Ted Amos in 
1973 and is now in the care of Kevin Amos. 




Left: Bristol RELH6G 1472 
(RDV423H) was new to 
Western National in 1970 in 
Royal Blue livery and initially 
Western National Fleetnames. 
Following withdrawal it was 
used by Somerbus before 
entering preservation. Current 
owner Simon Smart has cared 
for the vehicle since 2008. 
Following behind is Coventry 
244 (EVC 244), a 1940 MCCW- 
bodied Daimler COG5 sold on 
to Derby Corporation in 1949 
where it took fleetnumber 47. 
Passing to Derby Museums, 
it was off the road from 1979 
onwards, but in 2009 was 
placed on long-term loan to 
Roger Burdett in return for 
restoration, returning to the 
road in 2012. 
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BUSES YEARBOOK 2017 % 



Published annually since the early 1960s, 
the 2017 edition of the Buses Yearbook 
is packed with a varied mix of articles 
and photo-features, both historic and 
contemporary, covering a wide range of 
subjects. 

128 PAGES HARDBACK 

FEATURES INCLUDE: 


THE EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 
Gavin Booth considers the beauty - or otherwise 
of double decker buses 

THE RISE AND FALL OF CITYRIDER 
Cliff Beeton charts the history 

FIVE DECADES OF CHANGE ON FYLDE 
Mark Bailey reviews bus operations in one of 
Britain’s busiest coastal areas 

THE CHANGING FORTUNES OF THE BUS STATION 
Robert E. Jowitt provides a catalogue of origins, 
varieties and vagaries 

AN A-TO-Z OF BUS BRANDS 

Graeme Palmer takes a look at bus company 



JUST PUBLISHED 


branding 


AND MUCH MORE! 



ORDER 

DIRECT 


738/16 


Alternatively, you can purchase your copy from selected 


WHSmith 


stores 


order online www.keypublishing.com/shop 


OR CALL UK: 01780 480404 - Overseas: +44 1780 480404 Monday to Friday 9am-5:30pm 































































Sunday 9 October 2016 sees the Transport 
Museum, Wythall celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of the passing of West 
Midlands Passenger Transport Executive, 
affectionately known as ‘Wumpty’. 

The Transport Act of 1968 introduced 
the formation of ‘Passenger Transport 
Authorities’ (PTA) and ‘Passenger 
Transport Executives’ (PTE). The major 
contributor when the West Midlands 
Passenger Executive was formed in 1969 
was Birmingham City Transport, in terms 
of staff and vehicles. However, the smaller 
undertakings of Walsall, West Bromwich 
and Wolverhampton also formed part of 
the ‘make up’. 

Further integration was possible 
when WMPTE took control of Midland 
Red’s local services in 1973, and in 1974 
local re-organisation saw a PTA/PTE 
boundaries change which brought in 
Coventry. When the absorbed municipal 
fleets were integrated into the main 

The Yardley Wood Bus Club’s Marshall¬ 
bodied Daimler Fleetline Birmingham 
4472 (BON 472C) is seen in Bournville. 

PHILIP LAMB 


undertaking they could be identified 
by the last letter from the municipal 
undertaking’s name being added to the 
fleet number, (L, H, N and Y respectively). 

Through the late 1970s and into the 
1980s the WMPTE fleet started to 
become more standardised, Daimler/ 
Leyland Fleetlines and then MCW 
Metrobuses becoming the bus of choice. 
These types were also supported by the 
Bristol VRT, Volvo Alisa and a small batch 
of Leyland Titans. Other types in smaller 
numbers were also operated, both variants 
of the Leyland National being the main 
stay of the single deck fleet. 

The Transport Act of 1985 brought 
de-regulation and privatisation to the 
West Midlands. The newly formed 
West Midlands Travel Ltd commenced 
operations on Sunday 26 October 1986, 
with much of the publicity focusing on 
promoting the word ‘buzz’, patronising 
the Brummies’ pronunciation of bus. West 
Midlands Travel had to adapt in order to 
face new challenges, this included applying 
for tendered service work and dealing with 
competition on lucrative services. 


In the early 1990s West Midlands 
Travel was bought out by its employees, 
and by the mid-1990s operated under 
the guise of WM Buses. Up to this point 
WMT’s tenure had seen livery changes 
which moved away from the renowned 
blue and cream, several garage closures, 
independent operator purchases which all 
became part of the story. 

A National Express buy out followed, 
and a further name change to Travel West 
Midlands, which also became history with 
the introduction of National Express West 
Midlands fleetnames and a dark red livery 
(sky blue in Coventry). 

The Transport Museum, Wythall will 
mark the handing over of WMPTE 
operations to West Midlands Travel on 
Sunday 9 October. The Museum has an 
extensive collection of WMPTE and WMT 
buses which are either owned by the Trust 
or by its members. 

Museum Trustee and West Midlands- 
based preservationist James Munro told 
B&CP : ‘We have had huge success with 
Midland Red-themed events, but that is not 
what Wythall is only about. We are hugely 
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Some of the cast of WMPTE 30 
line up at the Transport Museum, 
Wythall. PHILIP LAMB 

































proud of all the vehicles in our collection, 
but we felt this is the type of event that also 
reflects exactly why the Trust was formed 
all those years ago in 1977. The mid 1980s 
was the era when I first became interested; 
it was modern Fleetlines’ at Wythall at that 
time that got me hooked! 

‘One of my first transport books was 
‘West Midlands PTE Buses and Coaches’ 
published by Capital Transport and 
written by my Trustee colleague Malcolm 
Keeley. In my view this is a fantastic book 
and a real reflection of WMPTE’s history. 
The ever-changing West Midlands bus 
scene is something we want to continue 
to capture and this type of event will 
be evidence of just that, covering the 
corporation’s that formed WMPTE all the 
way to buses that were withdrawn in 2015! 

‘A good number of visiting vehicles 
have already booked in for the event and 
have kindly offered to operate on our 
free services that are planned, we hope 
this will be the biggest bus operation 
seen at Wythall ever. I see this event 
as an opportunity for all enthusiasts to 
get together and celebrate the superb 
collection of West Midlands buses that 
have been saved across the preservation 
scene. 

‘Everyone is welcome at Wythall, I have 
witnessed far too much division in the 
West Midlands preservation movement 
over the years and I want Wythall to be 
a place where people can come together 
to enjoy what will hopefully be a special 


day. We are very grateful to all those who 
have promised to attend to date and the 
support from Bus and Coach Preservation 
with its sponsorship. I must stress we don’t 
usually publish this far in advance what we 
are proposing to run on our services, so 
please check our website before the event 
for up to date confirmation, everything is 
also subject to availability on the day.’ 

The Museum will also be running its 
usual services with buses from its licensed 
fleet. However, in addition to this, there 
will be themed ‘Happy Hour’ services 
running between Wythall and the Maypole 
to mark WMT 30. A leaflet detailing all 
of these timings will be available at the 
admission kiosk on the day. 

The event starts at 10.30 continuing 
until 17.00. Car parking will be in 


BCT-liveried Park Royal Daimler 
Fleetline 3780 (KOX 780F) will be giving 
rides on the day. PHILIP LAMB 

the business park next door to the 
Museum (signposting will be in place), 
although disabled badge holders will 
be accommodated on the Museum site. 
Admission prices, which include all day 
bus rides, are: Adult £11, Child £5.50, 
Family £30, reduced price tickets are also 
available for admission only tickets. 

Wythall is still accepting entries for 
both vehicles and sales stands, although 
space is now very limited. Unfortunately, 
due to space restrictions we will not be 
able to accept vehicles that have not been 
entered on the day. Entry forms can be 
found on Wythall’s website or via e-mail: 
enquires@wythall.org.uk 



Corporation hour, celebrating the undertakings that formed WMPTE in 1969 


1970/1980s WMPTE operation, a chance to enjoy vehicles operated by WMPTE 
across Birmingham, The Black Country and Coventry 


Post-deregulation focus, a chance to enjoy vehicles operating post October 
1986 on West Midlands Travel services and PTE subsidised routes. 


A chance to sample vehicles operated by Travel West Midlands in the late- 
1990s, up to 2015, including celebrating the first generation of low-floor ‘easy 
access’ buses. 


HAPPY HOUR SERVICETHEMES 





























SHUTTLE BUS SERVICES 

10.30 & 1 1.45 

A service from Birmingham city centre (Suffolk Street, Queensway outside New Alexandra Theatre). The details of the buses 
operating on these services will be published a week before the event on Wythall’s website: www.wythall.org.uk 
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Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 




final coaches 




The National Bus Company had 
an ongoing demand for coaches 
suitable for National Express work 
throughout its existence , Duple and 
Plaxton being the main suppliers. 
There were , however ; times when 
neither could fulfil orders within an 
acceptable timescale. 

During the early 1970s, demand for new 
coaches was high and NBC looked to 
ECW to help out. The Lowestoft plant 
was in the process of designing what was 
to become its Mark 2 coach body, the 
last examples of its original design to suit 
Bristol RELH6G chassis having rolled 
off the production line in 1970. This had 
been in production since 1962 and was by 
and large the mainstay coach of the Tilling 
fleets. 

The Mark 2 was an unrelated design, 
looking if anything like a derivative of 
Plaxton’s market leader, the Elite but 
based on the coachwork fitted to the sole 


UK-registered rear-engined AEC Sabre 
of 1970. 

The rather plain exterior, with flat glass 
and few mouldings, had a pleasing enough 
front dash with large grille to suit the 
RE’s front-mounted radiator. The front 
destination display nestled neatly beneath 
the shallow peak, obviating the need for a 
‘Bristol Dome’. A double-curvature two- 
piece Plaxton windscreen completed the 
front end. 

A mere sixty-five were, in the event, 
built in two batches on the RE between 
1972 and 1974. In addition a further 22 
bodies were constructed for SELNEC/ 
Greater Manchester on Leyland Leopard 
chassis. 

Whilst the REs were reasonably 
successful coaches, the Leyland Leopards 
initially failed to make the grade. Unlike 
the RE and the Sabre, the Leopard has 
no chassis framing behind rear wheels 
leading to structural failures in the boot 
area. These problems were solved by 
extensive rebuilding locally by GMT 


without reference to ECW, resulting in 
the coaches remaining in service for some 
years. 

Fast forward to 1981. NBC came up 
with the idea of extending the lives of its 
ECW-bodied Bristol RELH coaches by 
rebuilding them completely to include 
updated front and rear ends. Eastern 
National example No 9422 (VHK 177L) 
was selected as a prototype and was 
despatched to Lowestoft. 

However, at the same time Leyland 
offered NBC a substantial number of 
Leopard and forthcoming Tiger chassis 
at a price it could not refuse. Eastern 
National 9422 was to remain the only 
RE rebuilt. Attention instead turned to 
building entirely new bodies on some of 
the ‘bargain’ chassis. 

The new Mark 2 bodies were given the 
Leyland project number B51. Although 
they shared the same frames etc as 
No 9422, the front end was slightly 
changed as a large grille was no longer 
needed as Leopards and Tigers have 
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Far leftThe coach, which 
begins our tale, the unique 
UK-registered AEC Sabre 
CBU 636J, was new to Best 
of London N5 in 1970. It is 
powered by a rear-mounted 
247hp AEC 740 V8 unit, 
but more relevantly here 
is fitted with an ECW body 
which was to form the 
basis of subsequent ECW 
coach bodies. The Sabre 
later passed to Kemps of 
Nonington, Kent which over 
many years of ownership 
carried out various minor 
modifications, including 
re-registering it SAB 784. It 
was last reported two years 
ago languishing in the open on 
an industrial estate. Is anyone 
ever going to restore it? If so, 
they’re certainly get our vote! 


Left: Many Series 2-bodied 
RELHs were, following front¬ 
line National Express duties, 
demoted to dual-purpose 
status, and, as result received 
either leaf green and white 
or poppy red and white DP 
livery. Seen here is Trent 
271 (PCH 271L), an RELH6L 
new in 1972 and withdrawn 
in 1983. One of many REs 
acquired by West Sussex CC 
for schools work, it was sold 
on in 1989 to Northern Bus 
for spares 


radiators mounted beneath with the 
engine. In keeping with the trends of the 
day the window line was raised. These and 
other minor ‘tweaks’ further improved the 
B51’s looks. NBC had a modern coach at a 
very advantageous price. 

But, there had to be a ‘but’. Remember 
those earlier bodies for SELNEC/GMT 
and their propensity for them to fall apart 
at the backend? No-one had it seems told 
ECW about the issues with the body when 
fitted to the Leopard, and as a result the 
problem reared its ugly head again. Tales 
of passengers’ luggage strewn all over 
the motorway began to emerge . . The 
problem was made even worse due to the 
larger boot required for National Express 
work. Remedial work and improvements 
to future production examples did help to 
solve the problem, but damage had been 
done. There were no further orders from 
anywhere for the B51 and ECW were to 
build no more coaches Total production 
amounted to 155 units — 105 on Leyland 
Leopards and 50 on Leyland Tigers. 


Post-deregulation, many B51 bodies Willowbrook, such was their overall 

were removed and replaced with quality and poor reputation, 

bus bodywork by East Lancs and Here the pictures tell the story. 



Twenty-two Leyland Leopards were bodied for SELNEC/Greater Manchester between 
1972 and 1974. As detailed in the text, rear-end weaknesses led to rebuilding of the 
area ‘in house’. Seen here is Greater Manchester 56 (AJA 357L), a PSU3B/4R new in 
1973. 
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United Counties 172 
(CNH I72X) was one of the 
very first B5ls, and, as a result 
replicated the structural 
problems experienced a 
decade earlier in Manchester. 
Rebuilding was successful, No 
172 remaining in service until 
the bodywork was destroyed 
by fire in 1987. Seen here in 
Northampton the previous 
year painted in this attractive 
Nene Valley Express livery, 
this 1962 PSU3F/4R was, 
following the fire, fitted with 
a new Willowbrook Warrior 
53-seat body in 1989 for 
Swanbrook Motor Services 
and re-registered MIB 5088. 
Later operators included 
Dunn Line and Galloways of 
Harthill. 



Lincolnshire was another 
early recipient of the B5I 
on Leopard chassis. New in 
1982, No 1456 (AVL 746X), a 
PSU3G/4R, is seen when new 
in the definitive and short¬ 
lived version of National 
Express livery applied to early 
B5ls when new. This coach 
later became Stagecoach 
United Counties 146. 


From the same batch 
Lincolnshire 1454 (AVL 744X) 
PSU3G/4R demonstrates 
another of the myriad of 
colourful liveries applied to 
these coaches as a result of 
deregulation. 
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Londonlfnk 




Alder Valley operated a wide 
variety of coaches on its 
London services including 
three 1982 B5l-bodied 
PSU3G/4s of which No 1128 
(WPD 28Y) is seen at Victoria 
in April 1986. 


Uniquely in the B5I 
programme, Midland Red 
chose to follow its occasional 
long-standing tradition 
of upgrading its fleet by 
refurbishing and rebodying 
existing chassis, its No 551 
(ROG 551Y) starting life as 
Plaxton Elite-bodied Leyland 
Leopard PSU3A/4R 6254 
(WHA 254H). The coach, 
seen in Central Birmingham 
in Midland Red Express livery 
in August 1990, was scrapped 
c2000. 


The largest single order 
was for London Country for 
42 B5ls on 12-metre Tiger 
TRCTLII/2R chassis for 
Green Line services. These 
were part of a major fleet 
replacement programme 
which also included Duple and 
Plaxton coaches. Seen here 
in 1987 is TLI4 (TPC II4X) 
clearly showing signs of five 
years’ hard use. In 1990 TPC 
II4X moved to Midland Red 
North as its No 1718 sporting 
a brand-new East Lancs 
EL2000 dual-purpose saloon 
body. Passing with MRN to 
Arriva, later operators were 
Imperial of Rainham, Burling 
Coaches and Trimmer Travel, 
all of which employed it on 
rail-replacement duties. 
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Late-model I Im Leopards with B5I 
bodies followed in 1982, all PSU5E/4Rs. 
Seen here is the much-travelled 
ANA 93Y which started out as National 
Travel West 93. Later operators included 
Eastern National, Brewers, Western 
National and Shamrock Buses before 
being acquired for spares by Ambassador 
Travel. 

Originally Hants & Dorset 3095 
(YEL 95Y), later Shamrock & Rambler 
3095, is seen here leaving Victoria Coach 
Station looking extremely smart in 
orange and black ‘stripey’ livery. 


Calling in at Cardiff on its way to Bangor, 
and in Express West guise, is United 
Welsh UC82I8 (PKG I05Y). 
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2 OCTOBER NORTH WEALD STATION 
THIS UNIQUE EVENT WILL FEATURE: 


An assembly of as many ex LT No. I’s. 
Already confirmed are: RT I, RM I, 
DMS I, XF I, SM l,T I, M l,V I. 


‘Odd Ones’ will include V 3, CRL 4 
and others yet to be confirmed 


Many of these buses will be in service, running additional 
trips around the area, including a shuttle service to The 
Secret Nuclear Bunker at Kelvedon Hatch. 

Regular services 339 and 381 will run as normal, in 
additional to to steam and diesel train services. 



TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 

www.eorailway.co.uk 

AT THE USUAL PRICE OF £13.00 

A special 'bus only’ ticket is also available for £8.00, which includes 
entry to North Weald Station and travel on all bus services 


01277 365200 


Epping Ongar Railway 


^eorailway 













Cub Progress 


In this third part of the occasional 
series on Leicester Leyland Tiger 
Cub 191 (OJF 191), SIMON GILL 
reviews progress on its restoration. 

In B&CP , March 2016 we looked at 
the initial work that was carried out 
on Leicester City Transport 191 (OJF 
191), a Leyland Tiger Cub/Weymann 
Hermes owned by the Leicester Transport 
Heritage Trust. Starting a large project 
is not only daunting but can also be 
disheartening at first when all that seems 
to happen is more and more parts are 
removed but, as we shall see, it isn’t long 
before rebuilding starts and fresh paint 
brightens things up. 

CLASSY CHASSIS 

The Tiger Cub looked in a sorry state 
having been reduced to little more than 
a shell but this was necessary to ensure 


easier access to the chassis. A needle 
gun and rotary wire brush were used to 
remove rust and debris from the chassis 
and after a good coat of red oxide, four 
coats of silver paint were applied. 

The footbrake valves and gear change 
shaft, together with all throttle, clutch and 
handbrake rods have been reconditioned. 
All air brake pipes have been cleaned, 
repaired and painted silver. The handbrake 
assembly has also been freed off and 
painted. The change-speed box and 
auxiliary drive gearbox have been stripped, 
cleaned and resealed. The front axle and 
springs have been stripped, cleaned and 
painted with the front of the chassis also 
painted so the whole is now silver. 

The air regulator valve has been 
reconditioned. However, a leak has been 
discovered in the air cylinder itself so, 
although it has been temporarily refitted 
to ensure all the air pipes and other 
components line up correctly, it will have 


to be removed and rebuilt as the size 
of cylinder is no longer available. 

The front brakes have been rebuilt. 
Luckily, the brake drums are in good 
condition as these would be difficult to 
replace as they are a rare size. They have 
been removed, cleaned, painted and 
refitted. The front brake actuators have 
been stripped, cleaned, painted and new 
diaphragms fitted. New hub seals have 
also been installed and new inner- and 
outer-hub bearings fitted to the nearside. 
The king pin thrust bearing has been 
adjusted on the offside. This completes 
work on the front axle. 

The front section of the chassis has been 
stripped out and the front chassis cross 
member repaired, as this had been bent 
which may have occurred either in service or 
during a tow after withdrawal. Interestingly, 
the bodywork also showed signs of several 
accident repairs, especially at the front 
nearside which was prone to damage when 
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Opposite page: Sister vehicle No 193 
(OJF 193) is seen in service on Inner 
Circle duties. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Right: New body cross member and 
brackets. 

Far right: New body pillar fitted to the 
offside in front of rear wheel. 

Below: A sorry state! General view of the 
Tiger Cub before work on the chassis 
progressed beyond the rear axle. 

Bottom: Replacement door pillars 
adjacent to the rear emergency exit. 

All: SIMON GILL 




these buses first entered service with LCT, 
being the only front-entrance vehicles in 
the fleet until joined by the three Leyland 
Atlantean/Metro-Cammed 185-7 (185-7 
DRY) and AEC Reliance/Marshall 197/8 
(197/8 GJF) in 1963. 

With the chassis more or less completed, 
work could progress on the bodywork, 
although the rear axle, gearbox and engine 
still require attention. In the meantime a 
correct pattern wheel has been acquired 
to replace an incorrect one together with 
a full set of gaskets for a Leyland 0.350 
engine which will be fitted in due course 
when the latter is overhauled. 

BODYWORK BOOST 

Through LTHT’s association with 
NARTM (National Association of 
Road Transport Museums) and AIM 
(Association of Independent Museums) 
the trustees became aware of grants 
provided by Arts Council, England. Its 
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Preservation of Industrial and Scientific 
Material (PRISM) Fund awards grants 
to help charitable bodies and accredited 
museums acquire and conserve items 
or collections which are important in 
the history and development of science, 
technology, industry and related fields. 

Following a successful application 
LTHT has been awarded a conservation 


grant of £20,000 towards the restoration 
of the bodywork. This welcome grant 
provides a significant boost to the 
restoration of the bodywork and the 
LTHT trustees are very grateful to Arts 
Council, England for their confidence and 
support. 

Some interesting facts emerged whilst 
the application was being put together. 


No 191 is the oldest surviving Leyland 
Tiger Cub with a Weymann Hermes 
body and out of a total production of 608 
built only six (including 191) have been 
preserved. The operator with the highest 
number of similar buses was Western 
Welsh with 180, followed by Edinburgh 
(100), North Western (84), Northern 
General (60) and Rhondda (42). 



Above left: The substantial temporary 
wooden supports holding up the roof. 

Above: Entrance door area including new 
section in grey primer. 

Left: New and painted near side cove 
sections. 

Opposite page, top to bottom: 

Front of No 191 stripped out to allow 
access to the chassis. 

Interior looking towards the rear 
showing the new cove sections and body 
crossmembers in grey primer together 
with the substantial wooden supports 
holding up the roof. 

Front view including the temporary 
metal support attached to the right hand 
entrance door pillar to provide extra 
strength to the structure. All: SIMON GILL 
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WORK PROGRESSES 

As work has progressed on the chassis 
the opportunity has been taken to repair 
or replace body crossmembers and new 
steel brackets have been fabricated and 
fitted behind the rear axle as the originals 
were beyond repair. The rearmost body 
mounting angle irons have also been 
replaced. Two further body cross members 
attached to the main part of the chassis 
have been replaced and cross member 
brackets repaired. 

Good news is that the first of the new 
body pillars has been cut and fitted to 
the fifth offside pillar which is the one 
immediately in front of the rear offside. 
This is shorter than a full pillar so as to 
accommodate the wheel arch. 

Turning to the body itself the offside 
was in very poor condition and the rear 
corner had dropped which we can only 
assume occurred whilst it was in the 
sandpit. Several strong supports were 
therefore built to take the weight of the 
roof which has enabled the body to be 
rebuilt square and true. A further body 
support pillar was fitted adjacent to the 
front entrance which enabled the front 
body crossmember to be removed for 
replacement. 

Gussets for the pillars together with 
new roof cove sections have been made 
and fitted; the near side including repairs 
to the existing cove panels which have 
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been painted in grey primer. The offside 
top rail has been replaced with new 
section and the rear emergency door 
aperture pillars have been repaired. 

The front destination box has also been 
repaired and painted. Finally, the cab 
area has been stripped out and the floor 


removed together with the front near side 
bulkhead of the saloon. 

CELEBRATIONS DELAYED 

Unfortunately, the target of having No 191 
back on the road in time to celebrate the 
60th anniversary of its entry into service in 


September 1956 and the 50th anniversary 
of the first Leicester ‘Park & Ride’ service 
in December 1966 will not be achieved. 
However, we should see considerable 
progress over the next few months which 
we will report next time. Many thanks to 
Andy Russon for his help with this update. 



Nearside front wheel under repair. All: SIMON GILL 


Air cylinder with reconditioned air regulator on right-hand side, 

Front of No 191 showing the refurbished chassis and steering 
column. All: SIMON GILL 


What an improvement! The chassis and body cross members 
repaired some months later. 

Completed offside wheel drum, springs and rods. 

All: SIMON GILL 
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Greater Manchester 


motgm.uk 


Celebrating Greater Manchester’s 

famous orange buses 

VJ9 Saturday 15 & Sunday 16 October 2016 

“ i j 

Bus garage style 

j ||V display of orange buses 

II || Vehicle launches 

IB if Ifli Free bus rides 

II II IIII Displays of objects, 

^IJ II II II documents,photos 

Memorabilia sales 

0161 ; >2122 Refreshments all day 

M frill V 10am-4.30pm. Admission charge applies. 
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Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 



The double-deckers of Oxford 



Fortunately one can still see buses in traditional City of Oxford red, maroon and duck 
egg green. Not long out of the paintshop at the Oxford Bus Museum is FWL 371E, 
numerically the last half-cab delivered to COMS. This is a 1967 short AEC Renown 
with a Northern Counties 65-seat bodywork, seen on 21 March 2010. Fleet names and 
numbers are still to be applied. 


NIGEL APPLEFORD 

reviews the models 

The City of Oxford Tramway Company’s 
horse-drawn tram system was introduced 
in Oxford during 1881. In 1906 it was 
taken over by the City of Oxford Electric 
Tramway Company, which, rather than 
electrify the tramway, under the threat of 
competition from William Morris (later 
Lord Nuffield), replaced the trams with 
Daimler motorbuses in 1913/14. 

In 1921 the company was renamed 
City of Oxford Motor Services Ltd and 
continued to expand its operations into 
the surrounding countryside. Lrom 
the 1930s the company was controlled 
by British Electric Traction with the 
Great Western Railway also having a 
shareholding. The company favoured 
AEC vehicles in the traditional red livery 
with maroon and duck egg green relief; 
this livery continued (although later 
simplified without the maroon) until it was 
superseded by NBC red/white from 1972. 


AECs were followed by Daimler Fleetlines 
and then Bristol/ECW products. 

COMS became a subsidiary of the 
National Bus Company in 1969 and moves 
towards greater integration of city and 


country services began. In 1971 the Oxford 
to London coach operator South Midland, 
which had been controlled by neighbouring 
Thames Valley Traction, was transferred 
to City of Oxford Motor Services and the 
fleet name for the entire operation became 
Oxford South Midland. The company 
suffered staff problems as the nearby 
Morris Motors also competed for workers, 
their works being in close proximity to 
the Oxford garage. One solution was, in 
common with many other operators, to 
introduce one-person-operation of buses 
during the 1970s. Following several trials, 
the Oxford company has operated the city’s 
pioneering 'park & ride’ bus services since 
1978, acquiring a number of secondhand 
double-deck Daimler Fleetlines from 
neighbouring Midland Red for this 
purpose. These would be replaced regularly. 
1978 also saw the London express service 
inaugurated on its present routing. 

Prior to deregulation, in 1983 the 
operation was split under NBC into 
separate Oxford and South Midland 
units. The Oxford Bus Company was 
allocated the Oxford city services and 
the London routes, whilst South Midland 
was allocated the remainder of the 
network. Both companies were subject to 
management buyouts. The South Midland 
company was soon resold to Thames 
Transit (later Stagecoach South Midlands 
and now Stagecoach in Oxfordshire) 


CITY OF OXFORD MOTOR SERVICES / OXFORD BUS COMPANY FLEETLIST 

EXCLUSIVE FIRST EDITIONS 1:76 Scale 

Ref: Chassis/Body/Identity: 

Released: 

Run: 

Notes: 

19708 AEC Regent V/MCW Orion H969 (969 CWL) 

Sep 1996 

n/a 


I9708A AEC Regent V/MCW Orion 970 (970 CWL) 

Sep 1997 

n/a 

Code 2, Classic Bus Magazine 

25707 Daimler Fleetline/MCW 994 (JGU 275K) 

Jan 2000 

n/a 

‘Park & Ride’ livery 

28818 Leyland Titan 975 (A869 SUL) 

Apr 2009 

n/a 


28829 Leyland Titan 973 (KYV 493X) 

May 2016 

n/a 


38123 Bristol VRTSL/ECW 901 (OFC90IH) 

n/a 

n/a 

not yet released 

CORGI ORIGINAL OMNIBUS COMPANY 1:76 Scale 

40406/1 AEC Regent ll/Weymann 864 (MWL 964) 

May 1997 

4,500* 

Maroon roof 

40406/2 AEC Regent ll/Weymann 864 (MWL 964) 

May 1997 

4,500* 

Red roof 

43901 Guy Arab ll/Park Royal AI99 (JWL 969) 

Sept 1999 

5,000 

Utility bodywork 

CORGI CLASSICS 1:64 Scale 

97062 AEC Regent Ill/Weymann 892 (OFC 393) 

1991 

6,000 


CORGI 1:50 Scale 

97314 Guy Arab II/Park Royal A194 (JWL 965) 

1994 

5,000 

Utility bodywork 

CREATIVE MASTER NORTHCORD 1:76 Scale 

UKBUS0033 Scania N230UD/Alexander Enviro 400 201 (AF09 OXF) 

Aug 2010 

600 

Code 2, Brookesbus livery 

UKBUSI0I4 Dennis Trident/Alexander ALX400 929 (V929 FMS) 

Apr 2004 

1,800 

‘Park & Ride’ livery 

UKBUS20I5 Dennis Trident/Plaxton President 904 (R4 OXF). 

Aug 2007 

1,300 


LLEDO VANGUARDS 1:43 Scale 

VA01118 Austin 1000 Van JWL 240F 

2002 

4,000 


STAGECOACH IN OXFORDSHIRE FLEETLIST 

CREATIVE MASTER NORTHCORD (CMN) 1:76 Scale 

UKBUSI025 Dennis Trident/Alexander ALX400 18197 (KN54 ZXM) 

Jun 2006 


Brookesbus livery 

UKBUSI036 Dennis Trident/Alexander ALX400 18394 (KX55 TLN) 

Jun 2008 

1,100 


UKBUS20I2 Dennis Trident/Plaxton President 18052 (KX53 VNC) 

Jan 2005 

2,100 

Brookesbus livery 


CITY SIGHTSEEING FLEETLIST 

CREATIVE MASTER NORTHCORD (CMN) 1:76 Scale 

UKBUS0004 Dennis Trident/Plaxton President CS02 004 

Aug 2004 


Open top, 

City Sightseeing livery 

* Combined run 
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Although COMS preferred AEC buses, it was allocated 18 Guy 
Arabs with utility bodywork during World War 2. This is the 
1:76 OOC model of Guy Arab ll/Park Royal AI99 (JWL 969) in 
full fleet livery released in September 1999. 


The utility Guy Arab/Park Royal was also produced by Corgi 
in 1:50 scale, as AI94 (JWL 965). This larger model included a 
replica timetable in its box and was released during 1994. 



Rather toy-like was this Corgi model of an AEC Regent with 
Routemaster-like bodywork to 1:64 scale, 892 (OFC 393). 
Although described as an ‘RT’ I think not, but a certificated 
run of 6,000 was released in 1991. The ‘real’ 892 was a Regent 
III delivered in 1949 with a Weymann body but didn’t look very 
much like the model. The real bus is now in the Oxford Bus 
Museum collection. 


COMS had a number of AEC Regent Vs including some with 
exposed radiators. Bodywork was by Park Royal or Weymann. 
This EFE model is of tin-front Regent V with Weymann Aurora 
bodywork H969 (969 CWL). Seven Regent Vs later passed to 
Provincial (Gosport & Fareham) in 1970; six with Park Royal 
bodies and one with Weymann bodywork, this being 970 CWL. 
A further Code 2 release was offered to readers of Classic Bus. 


which introduced widespread minibus 
operations, these were countered by the 
Oxford Bus Company using minibuses in 
a green livery with white, blue & yellow 
relief and branded ‘Oxford City Nipper’. 

In 1990 the Oxford Bus Company 
acquired the High Wycombe operations of 


The Bee Line, and ran them under the 
Wycombe Bus brand name. In March 
1994 Oxford Bus Company was sold to the 
Go-Ahead Group and in 2000 Go-Ahead 
sold the High Wycombe operations to 
Arriva. The company’s long-standing main 
depot site in Cowley Road, Oxford was 


closed in 2004 and a new depot opened 
in Watlington Road. In July 2009 Oxford 
Bus Company commenced operating the 
Brookesbus routes under contract to the 
Oxford Brookes University, these had 
hitherto been operated by Stagecoach. 

In 2011 and 2012 respectively the 


Right: City of Oxford did buy a number 
of used vehicles, including eight former 
London Transport DMS-type Daimler 
Fleetlines in 1979, the Fleetline at the 
time was quite numerous in the COMS 
fleet. Five were painted in this style for 
the 300 Park & Ride service between 
Redbridge and Pear Tree, the others 
receiving NBC red/white. All retained 
dual-doors. This EFE model of 994 
(JGU 275K) was released in January 2000. 




OXFORD MAIL 


Park ft Read 
TQHtGHT 




Left: Lledo Vanguards issued its Morris Minor van casting as an Austin 1000 van 
operated by COMS’s publicity department, the prototype ED3 (JWL 240F) being part 
of the Cherwell Bus Preservation Group’s collection. The model was released in 2002 
with a certificated run of 4,000. Wing mirrors are supplied but if you choose to fit 
them, it won’t go back in the box! 
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Go-Ahead Group purchased Thames 
Travel and Carousel Buses, these were 
brought under the management of Oxford 
Bus Company although they retain 
separate identities. 

Oxford Bus Company had since NBC 
days had favoured dual-door buses for the 
City fleet, although single-deck buses were 
generally single-door and some secondhand 
stock was also single doored. Oxford 
bought and hired a number of unusual 
vehicles particularly during the troubled 


times of the 1970s when vehicle and 
spare part availability were a major issue, 
it has also purchased a number of good 
secondhand vehicles in more recent times. 

The dual-doors can present a problem 
for the model manufacturers as most 
castings tend to be single-door hence 
no VRT (yet) or an Olympian although 
Oxford did run small numbers of single- 
door examples, EFE’s DMS could appear 
in NBC red/white and single-door 
Olympians were acquired from AERE 


Harwell. CMN have done well with the 
early low-floor double deckers, particularly 
from Stagecoach. One vehicle that wont 
appear is the Leyland National as Oxford 
was the only NBC subsidiary not to buy 
them new (although it did briefly own 
some with the Wycombe Bus Company 
operation). 

We also have yet to see any minibus 
models. A large proportion of its single¬ 
deck fleet were/are coaches, we’ll consider 
these another time. 

Left: More former London 
buses to join the fleet were 
Leyland Titan TNI5s. Some 
were liveried for Park & Ride 
whilst others wore Oxford City 
Line livery. EFE has produced 
two models, both in the latter. 
Although the destinations 
were rebuilt at Oxford the 
buses again retained their 
dual door configuration. The 
second model (with Fox FM 
adverts) is a re-issue, the 21A 
strapline can be seen under 
the advert. The original also 
has a white registration plate 
on the rear, both have the 
same rear advert. 



Below: The ‘Park & Ride* fleet was updated regularly, first with 
used and later new stock. Occasionally an ‘odd’ vehicle might 
be added, in this instance a Dennis Trident/Alexander ALX400 
former demonstrator which became 929 (V929 FMS). The 
CMN model was released in April 2004. 



Below: Some double-deckers in Oxford carry ‘Brookesbus’ 
livery for use on services connected with the Oxford Brookes 
University. Until 2009 this contract was with Stagecoach but was 
then won by Go-Ahead Oxford. This CMN model from January 
2005 represents Stagecoach in Oxfordshire Dennis Trident/ 
Plaxton President 18052 (KX53 VNC) carrying Brookesbus livery. 



Above: The Oxford City fleet was also renewed on a regular 
basis, the first low-floor double-deckers being Dennis Tridents 
but on this occasion with Plaxton President single-door bodies. 
This example, 904 (R4 OXF) was one of a batch for route 35 to 
Abingdon. Another CMN model, it was released in August 2007. 
In common with all CMN models there is a very high standard 
of detail, for example the rear-engine doors can be opened. 

Below: Another CMN release was that of Stagecoach Dennis 
Trident/Alexander ALX400 18394 (KX55 TLN), on this 
occasion in current fleet livery including route branding. This 
model was released in June 2008. 
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Cardiff's Municipal Buses by Andrew Wiltshire 



Andrew Wiltshire takes a 
chronological look at the 
types of vehicles operated 
by Cardiff's municipal fleet 
and its successor from the 
1840s to the present day. 
From trolley buses, single 
and double deckers 
through to Deregulation, 
bus lanes and priority 
measures and with over 
220 colour and black 
& white photographs 
and 80 plus tables of 
data this journey is 
set down in loving 
detail by a life long 
enthusiast and 
well respected and 
prolific author of 
transport books in 
the UK. Beautiful 
hardback edition 
with 240 pages. 


Published August 2016 
Available from your usual book 
seller, all good bookshops or 
direct from the publisher on 
01275 846178. 

£25.00, post free until 
30 September 2016. 


NEW 


Direct from the publisher www.coastalshipping.co.uk. Post free until 30 September. 


GLASGOW VINTAGE VEHICLE TRUST 

ANNUAL OPEN WEEKEND 

8th-9th October 2016 10am - 5pm 



Free Vintage Bus 
SerWce all day 

Sales Stalls 

Visiting 
Vehicles 


- - SUNDAY OPENINGS 

^ is now 

open on the first 
Sunday of each 
month fpm May to 
September from 
11 am-4pm 



BRIDGETON 
BUS GARAGE 


Follow us on 

facebook 


BROAD STREET 
GLASGOW G40 3AH 


www.gvvt.org 

Registered Scottish Charity Number SC034066 
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I tENVIRO 200 1 

Park & Ride 

Sefton Council + 

(S' ARRIVA 


Merseyside this month including Southport, unless you put that seaside 
town back in Lancashire. Over to NICK LARKIN. 


in people 


Arriva corporate livery from 1998, despite 
protestations from some councillors. 

But we wonder if revenge is being slightly 
wrought by Sefton Council in the red and 
cream livery chosen for its park and ride 
buses — operated by Arriva. 

Southport’s former Lord Street bus 
station, a railway terminus until 1952 was 
bought by Ribble for £72,500 and opened 
to buses in 1954, closing in 1987. Despite 
listing, much of it has been demolished and 


The last time I set foot in central Southport, 
red and cream buses had been brought back 
courtesy of MTL. They even had Southport 
& District fleetnames and a municipal crest, 
a fine appeasement for those still deeply 
missing the loss of Southport’s fine council 
fleet in 1974 and the sudden appearance of 
Merseyside PTE. 

Unfortunately such concessions were to 
be drowned in the heady turquoise paint of 


Southport 


is now a supermarket, and the clock tower 
has been incorporated into a Travelodge. 
Better than nothing? 


Frequent Service 
f^owihCen^re 
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Opposite page, top to bottom: 

After wiping out Southport’s 
red and cream livery, Arriva 
obviously hasn’t gone too heavily 
on a local identity for its travel 
shop. 

A few buses do have this hardly 
awe-inspiring local branding! 

Could the red and cream ‘Park & 
Ride’ livery be an act of maroon 
and cream by the back door? 


This page, top and inset: 

Only clock tower remains of 
Lord Street’s bus (previously 
rail) station, but plaque on tower 
ignores bus use. 


This page, above and right: Just to make you feel 
better, glorious municipal reminders: 1950 all- 
Leyland PD2/3 96 (GFY 396) and Weymann- 
bodied Leyland PD2/40 54 (CWM I54C). 

Below: Ribble lives on in building form, so it 
would appear. 

A 

& Ribble 
Ifl Buildinas 

Southport w 
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DINER 


BODY FLUID 
CLEANUP KIT 


Former US school bus now in a different type of service at the docks; Inset right: Surely the kids were never that rough! 


Former Lothian ECW-bodied 
Leyland Olympian has a new 
life as a riverside cafe! 
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Bedford VAL has been ousted on Magical Mystery Tour by 2001 Setra S315 
GT-HD F3 MMT operated by Cavern City Tours, but at least the livery’s right! 




Right: This bizarre dockside 
omnibus was apparently 
used in the 2010 film ‘The 
Wolfman’. The vehicle 
depicts a 1902 Thornycroft 
steam bus operated for a 
trial period by the London 
Road Car Co. 


Below: Liverpool is famous for 
its dock but might this lock, 
maybe a tribute to Bristol 
operator, be just right to 
secure your preserved PSV! 



There’s nothing worse than people 
getting in the way when you are 
trying to photograph a bus. Just 
think how the poor snapper trying 
to record Metro-Cammell-bodied 
Leyland PDI Wallasey 32 (AHF 370) 
must have felt. Those ladies look such 
poseurs too! 

Very many thanks to the Royal, 
New Brighton for the use of this 
photo. They would love to know the 
reason for this glamorous line-up — 
of beauties, not buses that is! 






This Wirral concern appears 
to have found a unique way of 
eliminating harmful fumes from AEC 
Routemasters and various cars. 
They’ll be rich! 


WOPEN 
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107 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, DERBY, 01332 343943 - MODEL RAILWAYS - MODEL BUSES - MODELS CARS - MODEL TRUCKS 



BACHMANN DEALER EXCLUSIVES 



EFE 31514 London Transport 
Routemaster - SHOPLINKER RM59 


Reg Number - VLT 59 
Fleet Number - RM59 
Route - fare 30p - SHOPLINKER 

RRP: £37.50 - OUR PRICE: £31.88 


EFE 25711 London Transport DMS 
Bus & Coach 

Reg Number - GHV 63N 
Fleet Number - DMS1063 
Route - 40 

Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 




EFE 28825 London Transport 
Leyland Titan Prototype 2 Door 

Reg Number - BCK 706R 
Fleet Number - N/A 
Route - 024 
Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 


POSTAGE £3 PER MODEL (£3.50 FOR 2, £4 UP TO 4) 

TTCDIECAST.COM 
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BUSMART 



Buses and coaches for sale II 

Buses and coaches wanted III 

Bus and coach parts for sale III 

Bus and coach parts wanted IV 

Situation vacant IV 

Restoration services IV 

Storage/workshop facilities VI 

Storage wanted VI 

Books, magazines and DVDs for sale VI 

Models wanted VI 

Photographs wanted VIII 

Events VIII 

Miscellaneous artefacts for sale VIII 

Museums XII 


Other Categories (not listed this month) 

Accommodation 

Announcements 

Assistance available 

Assistance wanted 

Books, magazines and DVDs wanted 

Buses and coaches for hire 

Business for sale 

Heritage bus services/tours 

Information wanted 

Miscellaneous artefacts for sale 

Miscellaneous artefacts wanted 

Models for sale 

Obituary 

Photographs for sale 
Property for sale 
Reunions 
Services 

Shared ownership 
Societies 

Sponsorship wanted 

Presbus bookshop 



UEHICLE: 1937 all-Crossley (MCCW frames) Mancunian 

DETAILS: Streamline single decker coach with six cylinder Crossley VR6 engine. 

Restoration partly completed including reframing of both sides. The vehicle is 
kept at Roaches Industrial Estate, Manchester Road, Mossley located behind the 
Lai Quilla Restaurant on the A635 just before Saddleworth border. 

Offers in the region of £3,500 invited. 

CONTACT: Telephone enquiries: 01457 874871 or email ralph diggleyorks@btinternet.com 


Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ‘ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


7 ;:::i n p q n i i p 7 j j j .j p. 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 

-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 























































BUSES AND COACHES FOR SALE 


LET US 

SELL 

YOUR BUS 

FOR YOU! 


Do you have to unload a project that has 
now become a burden? Is your landlord, 
wife or partner being unreasonable? 
We may be able to help by marketing 
your bus, completing unfinished work 
if necessary and resolving the problem 
for you. 

We are the specialists for classic 
buses in the UK. Our job is to field the 
enquiries, humour the tyre-kickers and 
work to match a vehicle to a need. With 
no hassle for you. Our Sale or Return 
Scheme offers the chance to: 

• Store your bus at no cost in secure 
facilities. 

• Respect any conditions you may wish 
to make (e.g. UK preservation only). 

• Sell it on your behalf at an agreed 
price. 

• We have in-house coachbuilding 
facilities to complete a restoration. 

Tel: 01291 689361 | 



Lodekka rescued to be restored to 
Top Deck Travel spec, for group of 
ex-drivers in Australia 


E-mail Bob at The Classic Bus Centre: 

classicbuscentre@gmail.com 


SPARE PARTS SERVICL We have Lodekka gearbox and axles available; 

Dennis Lancet 5 sp. gearbox; PD gearboxes ; RT engine, etc. 
WANTED: PD differential; Leyland National windscreens; Lodekka wings. 


FOR SALE 

Ford R192 

Ex-Midland Red, converted to a cafe. 
Available for spares or repairs, 
working engine gear box etc. 
Open to offers 



Call 07936 729104 



1989 Dennis Dominator/East Lancs. Gardner/Voith driveline. 
Mechanically complete, but no tax or current test. Would suit 
ambitious preservationist or ideal spares donor for similar vehicle. 
£1,300 ono. Call John on 07970 198179 weekdays/evenings 19.00-20.30 
only. 



Ford Rl 114/Duple 
Dominant LJF 

121P. New to Alec 
Head of Lutton, nr 
Peterborough for 
sale. Currently in use 
as a static store shed 
on private land, the 
coach is complete 
except the rear 
window is panelled 
over but requires 
restoration work. 
Currently situated 
in the Derbyshire 
village of Hilcote. 
Offers are invited via 
Mr Andrew Bagshaw, 
21 Ash Grove, Mastin 
Moor, Chesterfield, 
S43 3AW 01246 
473619/07786 
011340 or 
email a-bagshaw@ 
sky.com 



I960 Bristol MW Crosville Chester tow bus G386. Call Wynn 01766 
530664/07889 193981. 
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Bristol single-deck bus Mechanically complete. Gardner 5LW £2,500 
contact Rush Green Motors on 01438 354174. (Trade). 


BUSES AND COACHES WANTED 


Ex-Stagecoach/ex-First Volvo BIOM/Alexander PS single-deck 
bus with current MoT in good condition, Please email me if you can 
help. Matthew mattf6l @yahoo.com 


Six Plaxton Supreme double seat frames and squabs, with legs 
and footrests (with good rubber), suitable for 7ft 6in-wide saloon, the 
upholstery is in good condition. Dry stored, but need to be sold before 
they begin to deteriorate. Looking for about £50 per pair. Martyn Babb 
01271 850021. 

Bristol Lodekka grille surround upper section with cast in badge, 
heavy cast alloy, genuine Bristol part in good condition, £80. Bristol 
lapel badge £18. All post free. Pictures via e-mail. aljencornwall@aol. 
com or call 01872 575140 



Guy bus/truck macot I3x6in polished £85 post free. Call Mr Yates 
0208 399 7541. 



Two Dunlop Highway 70 Cross 10-ply tyres 7.50 X 20 X 2. New 
old stock never been fitted, mint condition. Mansfield Notts. £125 
each. Call John Male: 07941913578. 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

call: 024 7661 6930 

E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 




Badges Northern Counties, Metro- 
Cammell, ECW £18 each. Majestic 
script cast alloy, £30. Tiger cab front 
badge, some wear but hard to find, 

£68. All plus postage; Leyland Tiger 
genuine pen knife, a present from 
Leyland to coach buyers. Very rare 
collectable in good condition £25 plus 
postage; Leyland Tiger rare original Leyland desk trays in very good 
condition, £40 each or £65 the pair plus postage, I also have other 
Tiger items for sale. Call Alan 01872 575140 



Five Saloon lights half-round glass opaque 7 3 /ain-long x I'/im wide x 
2Vi\r\ deep with metal mounting plate on the back and bulb holders — £10 
each. Two spare lens free of charge with lights. Postage extra. Proceeds 
to the restoration of Provincial 57. Call Timjepson on 01621 851817. 


Classic and Vintage Commercial Spares 
1940 to 1990 


We have thousands of parts new and 
secondhand for buses and coaches, trucks and lorries. 

We may just have that hard to find part. We also have 
hundreds of workshop manuals and part books. 


07803 181435 

We are always looking for vintage spares 
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RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDFORD, B.M.C, COMMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDDON, THORNYCROFT, VOLVO etc. 


BUS AND COACH PARTS WANTED 


Driver’s seat in good condition to fit Bedford YNV/Duple Tel: 
07780730005 


Bedford OB front and rear road wheels and headlamp. Please call 
Cyril Kenzie on 01763 260288 


Direct-current 
fuses. Keith Walker, 
secretary of The 
Cardiff & South 
Wales Trolleybus 
Project, is looking 
for GEC Type 69 
600V direct-current 
fuses rated at 25amp 
and 5amp. If you can 
help please contact 
keith_walker49@ 
hotmail.com. 




SITUATION VACANT 


Looking for drivers for my preserved buses. They should have either 
grandfather rights or a PSV and be based in the North West of England. 
Please email me if you can help. Matthew ( mattf6l @yahoo.com ) 


FOR TRADE ADVERTISING 
Call Sandra: 024 76616930 

or send an e-mail to: 

presbusps2@btinternet.com 

BE SMART: USE BUSMART! 



RESTORATION SERVICES 


Central 


Bus Restorations Ltd 


We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 
e-mail mark1969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 



Bus and Coach 
Works Specialists 


2>bua 

qoiHayboa 

We specialise in the 
classic to the modern 
day buses and coaches, 
catering for anything 
from small repair work 
to a fall restoration, 
providing 1st class quality 
of workmanship at a 
competitive price. 




Repair work 
Repaints 
Panel work 
Metal fabrication 


Wood work 
Welding, including 
Mig and Tig 
Interior work 


Flooring 
Re-trimming 
Fall restorations 
& more. 



Dan Buckman 


info@bucksbodyshop.co.uk 


07782 313836 


Unit 53, The Vinery, Poling, Arundel, West Sussex. BN18 9PY 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays • We Have an Extensive Range 

of Parts in Stock and also 

• Highest-End Restorations Available to Order 


• Custom Renovations 


• Insurance Approved 





• Our Experienced and Friendly 
Staff Provide Both Impartial 
and Friendly Advice 


and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Tel: 01262 603829 Fax: 01262 608908 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 





























We are currently looking to expand our team & are seeking experienced coachbuilders 

Please contact Seb Marshall on: Tel: 07950 272125 


WWW.HISTORICVEHICLERESTORATION.COM 


We have a large stock of engine spares for A EC & Ley land engines of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s 


Unit 5 Trackside, Abbot Close, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7JN 

1 



STORAGE/WORKSHOP FACILITIES 


BUS 


Storage 


Essex, Suffolk area 

Secure accommodation inside 
or outside from £40pm, 
water, toilet and electricity. 
Flexible lease 1-5 years. 


STORAGE WANTED 


Undercover storage wanted for minibus for restoration in 
Hampshire area Call 07455 260760 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 


Bus Operators I Midland Red by Malcolm Keeley. 
Hardback. Excellent condition 111 unmarked pages with 
great b/w photos. £4.75. Call Mr.Clark on 07399 359072. 

Buses Illustrated, Truck books for sale in mint 
condition. Open to offers. Buyer can collect or pay 
postage call John on 01953 456135. 



MODELS WANTED 


I/24-scale LT roof box RT red or green call Malcolm on 01773 
770824 



Graham models 


mobile: 07487 699905 
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BU F I Transport Films 


BUSFLIX 146 

Bristol 


July 2016 60 Minutes £10 



Filmed in Bristol City Centre & 
Cribbs Causeway. 



July 2016 
Widescreen 16:9 



Busflix latest releases 


BF 130 

Derbyshire East 

61 min 

Feb 16 

£10 

BF 131 

Hertfordshire North & East 

59 min 

Feb 16 

£10 

BF 132 

Hertfordshire South & West 

53 min 

Feb 16 

£10 

BF 133 

Northamptonshire 

57 min 

Feb 16 

£10 

BF 134 

West Lancashire 

58 min 

Mar 16 

£10 

BF 135 

South Lancashire 

64 min 

Mar 16 

£10 

BF 136 

Cumbria 

54 min 

Apr 2016 

£10 

BF 137 

North Lancashire 

55 min 

Apr 2016 

£10 

BF 138 

Northumberland 

64 min 

Apr 2016 

£10 

BF 139 

Shropshire 

59 min 

Apr 2016 

£10 

BF 140 

Lincolnshire 

75 min 

Apr 2016 

£12 

BF 141 

Swansea 

64 min 

Jun 2016 

£10 

BF 142 

South West Wales 

59 min 

Jun 2016 

£10 

BF 143 

Norfolk 

55 min 

Jun 2016 

£10 

BF 144 

Suffolk 

65 min 

Jun 2016 

£10 

BF 145 

Essex 

70 min 

Jun 2016 

£12 

BF 146 

Bristol 

60 min 

Jul 2016 

£10 

BF 147 

West Derbyshire 

34 min 

Aug 2016 

£7 

Looking Back at Buses latest releases 

LB 087 

York & Leeds 

55min 

1999 

£10 

LB 088 

Barnsley 

50 min 

1998-9 

£10 

LB 089 

Luton & Watford 

59 min 

1996-7 

£10 

LB 090 

Hertfordshire 

64 min 

1997-8 

£10 

LB 091 

Scarborough 

62 min 

2001-6 

£10 

LB 092 

Kent 

65 min 

1995-6 

£10 

LB 093 

Milton Keynes & Aylesbury 

68 min 

1995-9 

£10 

LB 094 

Gloucestershire 

37 min 

1994-04 

£7 

LB 095 

Somerset 

65 min 

1995-7 

£10 

LB 096 

Bristol & Bath 

62 min 

1999-2000 £10 

LB 097 

Eastbourne & Worthing 

67 min 

1994-7 

£10 

LB 098 

Brighton Part 1 

60 min 

1994 & 8 

£10 

LB 099 

Brighton Part 2 

65 min 

1995 & 9 

£10 


BUSFLIX 147 

Derbyshire West 


August 2016 34 Minutes £7 



Filmed in Belper, Matlock, 
Bakewell, Glossop, Chapel-en-le- 
Frith, Buxton & Ashbourne, 



August 2016 
Widescreen 16:9 



Order via www.busflixfilms.com for quick despatch! 

Now accepting Credit & Debit Cards-S.A.E. for full list. Please make all cheques payable to D. Robinson 
14 St Philips close, Maltby, Rotherham, S66 8NJ. Postage & Packing: One Film £2.30, Two films £3.25, Three or more £4.50. 



you'd be 
surprised 
who 
reads it 


Classi 


If you like old buses, you'll love 
this gorgeous magazine, 
full of fascinating articles and 
nostalgic pictures that give 
you an insight into the story 
of how we got to where 
we are today. 


If it's good enough for 
James Freeman, we reckon 
you'll enjoy it, too. 


from 

specialist bookshops, 
many WH Smith 
branches 
or by post from 

Classic Bus Publishing Ltd 
18 Brunstarve Road 
Edinburgh EH15 2QJ 




GREEN FOR GO 


SEPTEMBER 
ISSUE 
OUT NOW 


Available from WHSmith and other 
leadi n g newsagents, or on li ne at . 

www.keypublishing.com/shop A t 


^October issue available 15 September 


October 2016 
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PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


17th Dudley Classic Car and Transport Show. Himley Hall, 
Dudley, West Midlands DY3 4DF. Details: Gemini Events, Tel: 01527 
831726. Website: www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 


Quality slide collections purchased for cash: call Sandra 024 7661 
6930 or email presbusps2@btinternet.com 


MISCELLANEOUS 
ARTEFACTS FOR SALE 


Aldershot & District Traction Co double-sided 
enamel bus stop £60. Call Mr Yates 0208 399 7541. 



EVENTS 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


SATURDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 

Walmer, Kent. East Kent Road Car Centenary Rally/Display. 

The Strand, Walmer, Kent (near seafront). 10.00 - 16.00. Display 
of former East Kent vehicles (including demonstrators) with other 
relevant artefacts and models, photographs etc on display. Organised 
by FOTEK (Friends of East Kent Road Car Limited). For further details 
please contact Revd John Lines MBE, 40 Matthews Close, Deal, Kent 
CTI4 9SR, on 01304 368556 or e-mail: JhnLines@aol.com 


SATURDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 

Oxford Bus Museum Vintage bus service around Oxford 
City Centre. Free vintage bus rides around Oxford city centre, 
frequent departures all day. Details: 01296 337622 or visit: www. 
oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Chingford, Royal Forest Hotel, Rangers Road, Chingford, London 
E4 7QH. Display of 1940s-1960s London buses, recreating the former 
bus terminus here which closed in September 1968 as a result of London 
Transport’s “Reshaping Programme’’. Stalls selling historic bus and 
railway books, photos, etc. Venue is approx. 5 mins walk from Chingford 
bus & rail stations, London bus route 397 stops nearby. Open 10.30- 
15.00. Further details: NL&E Events, 8 The Rowans, Palmers Green, 
London NI3 5AD (SAE please) or e-mail: nleevents@outlook.com 


SATURDAY 10 - SUNDAY II SEPTEMBER 
Museum of Transport Greater Manchester ‘Heritage Open 
Days* at Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. 10.00-17.00. 
Free admission and free heritage buses between the Museum, MoSI and 
People’s History Museum. Details from 0161 205 2122 (Weds, Sat, Suns 
10.00-17.00). e-mail: email@gmts.co.uk or visit www.motgm.uk 

Aston Manor Road Transport Museum Heritage Open Days. 

Free admission on both days for this national event. Museum is at 
Shenstone Drive, off Northgate, Aldridge, West Midlands WS9 8TP. 
Enquiries: 01922 454761, website: www.amrtm.org 


SUNDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 

Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust Open Sunday. Bridgeton Bus 
Garage, Broad Street, Glasgow. Open 11.00-16.00. Admission: Adult 
£3.50, Child/OAP £2, Family £8. Details: GVVT, 76 Fordneuk Street, 
Glasgow G40 3AH. E-mail: info@gvvt.org or from: www.gvvt.org 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester - Trans Lancs. 
Transport Show. Museum at Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester 
M8 8UW. Family friendly day out featuring classic and modern 
transport. Free heritage bus service between Museum and Heaton Park 
(Middleton Rd Gates). Further details from 0161 205 2122 (Weds, Sat, 
Suns 10.00-17.00), e-mail: email@gmts.co.uk or visit www.motgm.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum Vintage bus rides. Open 10.30- 16.30 
with bus rides at 12.15 and 14.45. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, 
Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or visit: www. 
oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Leicester Transport Heritage Trust Bus Running Day 11:00 

- 17:00. Birstall Park & Ride Site on the A6 north of Leicester. 500 
parking spaces together with toilets, cycle racks and designated facilities 
for people with mobility impairments. Situated at the junction of the 
A6 and A46 affording easy access to the Ml and M69 motorways. 

Free rides on historic buses on routes from the site to the Stoneygate 
Tram Depot which will be open with displays, Abbey Pumping Station 
Museum, the Great Central Railway’s Quorn & Woodhouse station, 
First Leicester’s Abbey Lane depot, and Leicester City centre. Vehicles 
from the LTHT collection will be joined by a number of visiting classic 
buses. The event is being run in conjunction with Abbey Pumping 
Station Museum’s Seaside Special Steam Day, an Open Day at First 
Leicester’s Abbey Lane depot, and the Great Central Railway’s Mini 
Gala commemorating 50 years since the closure of the GCR main line. 
For more details see: www.ltht.org.uk e-mail: info@ltht.org.uk or 
phone 07891 071908. 

Severn Valley Railway, Bewdley, Worcs. ‘Fares Please 2016’ 

Classic Bus & Coach Day, Bewdley Station, Severn Valley Railway. 

More than 30 vintage buses on show, free entry with your train ticket. 
Details: www.svr.co.uk Vehicle entrants/stallholders contact Andrew 
Hawthorn, 07775 746926. 

Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway Bus Rally. Details: Tel 
01797 362353, e-mail: info@rhdr.org.uk or see: www.rhdr.org.uk 


SUNDAY II SEPTEMBER 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Event Day including annual 
South Yorkshire Transport Rally at South Yorkshire Transport 
Museum, Unit 9, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH. Open 
10.30 - 16.00, shop and cafe open. Featuring preserved buses running on 
routes around the local area. Bus service to/from Rotherham Bus Station 
(Stand Cl) hourly from 10.45. Admission £4, Concessions £2.50, Family 
£10. Further details from: info@sytm.co.uk or Tel: 07950 327237. 

Bus & Coach Wales, taking place at Merthyr Tydfil Leisure Centre. 
Vehicle display and running day. Organised by Cardiff Transport 
Preservation Group, for further details contact Mike Taylor (evenings 
only) on 07733 302242 or see CPTG website: www.ctpg.co.uk 

Stevensons of Uttoxeter 90 th Anniversary Running Day, A free 
bus service will operate between Burton and Uttoxeter to celebrate 
the 90 th anniversary of the first bus service operated by John Stevenson 
on I I th September 1926. This will be similar to the very popular 80 th 
anniversary event, with photo opportunities, and it is intended to use 
vehicles appropriate to the company. The anniversary is also celebrated 
through the new book, Stevensons of Uttoxeter, by Eric Wain 
(Venture Publishing). Further details nearer to the date from: info@ 
midlandclassic.com , Tel 01283 500228. 

Blackpool Vehicle Preservation Group Static show for buses, 
commercials and militaries, with judging. Fairhaven Lake, Lytham St 
Annes FY8 IBD. Details: e-mail: bvpg@hotmail.co.uk or www.bvpg.co.uk 

Liverpool - Merseyside Transport Trust Running Day. 

The Merseyside Transport Trust’s annual Liverpool Running Day. 

Buses operating throughout the day around south Liverpool. More 
information will be available at: www.mttrust.co.uk Programme 
available in advance or on the day. 

Crosville Bus Rally. Helicopter Museum, Locking Moor Road, 
Weston-super-Mare. Free heritage bus rides and steam traction for 
the first time. Following the completion of a thorough rebuild, the 
1931 Sentinel DG6P will appear in a fresh Tilling Green livery and will 
provide short rides from the rally site. The Helicopter Museum offers 
covered accommodation and outdoor display areas as well as free on¬ 
site parking. Owners of buses, cars, commercial vehicles and traction 
engines, are invited to enter. Forms and further details available on the 
Crosville website: www.crosvillemotorservices.co.uk 
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MERTHYR TYDFIL BUS & COACH WALES 2016 

INCORPORATING CLASSIC CAR DISPLAY 

SUNDAY II SEPTEMBER 10AM TO 4.30PM MERTHYR TYDFIL LEISURE CENTRE 


FREE FAMILY FUN DAY 


SIGNPOSTED FROM A470 


www.ctpg.co.uk 

Enquiries: to: 

Mike 07733 302242 
please e-mail: 
info@ctpg.co.uk 


Organised by the Cardiff Transport Preservation Group 
in association with Merthyr Tydfil Leisure Trust 

Merthyr Tydfil A 

Leisure 


Hejmctetefl 

Merthyr Tudful 


Classic cars, Commercials 
Buses & Coaches old 8c new, 
and FREE Heritage bus trips 



PLYMOUTH. 

citycoach 

PLEASE CALL 

01 752 264207 




TV&GWOT's 9 th Kingsbridge 7'6" Vintage Bus Running Day 

Saturday 17 th September from 10am 
Kingsbridge Bus Station, 
The Quay 


Free bus services all day on routes to 
beautiful coast and country villages 
throughout the South Hams with more 
than 30 buses and coaches. 


A feeder service will run to 
and from Totnes Station. 


5aK?. jiwte 


An illustrated programme with 
history, timetables and duties asp 
will be ayailable on the day (£5) 
or in advance (£7 inc p&p) 
using PayPal via the website 
or by sending a cheque to: 
‘TVaGWOT’, Ledger Farm, 

Forest Green Road, 

Fifield, Maidenhead 
SL6 2 NR. 


© Ken Jones 


More information: T: 07990 505373 (Colin Billington) E: enquiries@tvagwot.org.uk W: www.tvagwotorg.uk 
Organised by The Thames Valley & Great Western Omnibus Trust (TVaGWOT). Registered Charity Number 1125980 


October 2016 
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A joint collaboration of 

Isle of wighT 
Bus & COACH MUSEUM 

and the IW branch of 


BUSES" WALK ^ f ^ X L J 726 K f ^jjjj^ 

Over 70 buses on 11 special routes 
£serving over 60 pubs! 

Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th October 2016 
For more information and to order your programme 
visit our website at www.iwbeerandbuses.co.uk 


TAL \ 

Transport Auctions of London 

TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The expert Auction House for 

LONDON'S 

TRANSPORT COLLECTABLES 

Signs & plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination blinds, 
tickets & ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 

Regular sales held at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon. 
Live bidding in the saleroom and worldwide on the internet. 

Next sales: Saturdays 29 October 2016 & 25 February 2017 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Free advice & valuations 

• Expertly-written catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 

• Fast & friendly response to all enquiries 



Now taking entries for our next sales 
Contact us for expert advice & free valuations 

enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 


www.transportauctionslondon.com 
Facebook: transportauctionsoflondon 
Twitter: @TranspAuctions 
Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 



BUS/RAIL 

COLLECTORS FAIR 

Pudsey Civic Hall, Dawson's Corner, Pudsey, Near Leeds 

Saturday 29th October 2016 

Up to 100 
stalls selling 
all manner 
of Transport 
Memorabilia - 
Books, 

Photographs, 

Models and 
Tickets etc. 

Open: 

10am - 4pm 
Admission: £1 


Enquiries: Barry Rennison, Tel: 0113 2363695 
E-mail: rennison@cc-email.co.uk 
www.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk 
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SUNDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2016 
LINCOLNSHIRE ROAD 




mvm 


JL. 




10 AM TO 5 PM 
TRANSPORT MUSEUM 


OPEN DAY EVENT 


BRINGING YOU THE VERY BEST IN CLASSIC VEHICLES 


Lincolnshire Road Transport Museum, Whisby Road, North Hykeham, LINCOLN LN6 3QT 01522 500566 

www.lvvs.org.uk info@lvvs.org.uk @LincsRTM on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 


Horncostie Market Place, photo by kind permission of Frank Pocklington 


Stalls, great snacks, many visiting vehicles. 

Free classic bus and car rides, including 

twilight double deck bus 'city tour' at 5 pm 

Admission £ 7 (includes programme / bus schedule) 
Accompanied children free 

Free, frequent classic bus services from Lincoln City 
Centre * and Park & Ride from Teal Park, Whisby 
Road (just off A46) - Both start at 10.00 am. 

* - City stop location depends on road closures for new transport 
hub project - please watch our website or contact nearer the time. 

Parking at Museum limited to 'blue badge' holders and 
visiting classic vehicles (enquiries welcome - please 
contact in advance if bringing large vehicle.) 

Stalllholder enquiries welcome. 


FRIDAY 16 - SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 

London Transport Museum, Depot Discovery Tours at Acton 
Depot. Museum Depot in Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 
Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. Adult £12, Concession £10, under I6’s 
must be accompanied by an adult. Tickets must be pre-booked. Details: 
020 7565 7298 or visit: www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 

9 th Kingsbridge 7*6” Vintage Bus Running Day, Kingsbridge Bus 
Station, The Quay. Enjoy the beautiful scenery and coast of the South 
Hams on services to Bigbury, Hope Cove, Slapton, Salcombe, East 
Portlemouth, South Pool, Totnes, Thurlestone with additional timings, 
duplicates and new routes for 2016. Contacts: Colin Billington, Ledger 
Farm, Forest Green Road, Fifield, Maidenhead, Berks, SL6 2NR, phone: 
07990 505373, e-mail: enquiries@tvagwot.org.uk or visit website: 
www.tvagwot.org.uk for entry forms and details of programme 
availability before the event. 


SATURDAY 17 - SUNDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 
The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. European Weekend 
Trolleydays. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: 01724 711391 or visit: 
www.sandtoft.org.uk 


SUNDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 

Oxford Bus Museum Vintage bus rides. Open 10.30 - 16.30 
with bus rides at 12.15 and 14.45. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, 
Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or visit: www. 
oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Potteries Connection Running Day. Gladstone Pottery Museum, 
Longton, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 IPQ. 10.00-16.30. Includes a First 
Potteries Open Day. Buses, coaches, trade stalls. Free parking, 
Admission free (apart from a small fee for stalls). Details/entry forms 
on POPS website: http://potteriesomnibus.wordpress.com 


SATURDAY 24 - SUNDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

East Anglia Transport Museum Trolleybus Weekend. Saturday 
12.00 - 21.00, Sunday 11.00 - 17.00. As the season draws to a close, 
please join us for a weekend of fun, all available vehicles from our fleet 
will be running and as the nights begin to draw in we will be running 
after dark on Saturday. There will be a BBQ in the park, visiting trade 
stands and static exhibitions along with visiting vehicles operating 
services to Lowestoft & Beccles. A free park & ride service will operate, 
there will be no parking at the Museum, Admission: Adult £9.00, Senior 
£7.00, Child (5-15 years) £6.00, under 5s FREE. A Park & Ride Service 
operates on special event days, which is well signposted from the 
museum. The East Anglia Transport Museum is at Chapel Road, Carlton 
Colville, Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 8BL. Telephone (01502) 518459, 
e-mail: admin@eatransportmuseum.co.uk or visit website: www. 
eatransportmuseum.co.uk for full details. 


SATURDAY 24 - SUNDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 
(PROVISIONAL DATE). Dublin Port. The Vintage Port Rally 

will be held in Dublin Port from 10.00 - 18.00. National gathering for 
vintage buses and commercials in Ireland. Tours of Port in preserved 
buses. Admission charge. Trade stands, catering buses, free parking 
and model bus show on-site. UK-based preserved vehicle owners 
most welcome to attend. More information, vehicle entries and 
advance booking on www.dublinportrally.com Regular rally updates on 
Facebook /dublinportrally. 


SUNDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester Standard Triumph 
Car Day* at Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. Museum 
open 10.00-17.00. Selection of classic Standard and Triumph cars on 
display until approx. 15.00. Further details from 0161 205 2122 (Weds, 

Sat, Suns 10.00-I7.00T e-mail: email@gmts.co.uk or visit www.motgm.uk 

SHOWBUS International, Donington Park, Leicestershire. Details: 
www.showbus.com 
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SUNDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 

Keighley Bus Museum Open Day & celebration of 30 years of bus 
deregulation & Yorkshire Rider. Gathering & running of buses from across 
the country with a deregulation theme with a special Yorkshire Rider 
vehicle display and memorabilia. Large transport collectors fair will be 
held, refreshments and toilet facilities available in the museum. Keighley 
Bus Museum Trust is at Unit 5 River Technology Park, Riverside, Keighley 
BD2I 4JP. For details or to enter a vehicle or sales stall contact 07546 
704558, e-mail: enquiries@kbmt.org.uk or visit: www.kbmt.org.uk 

St. Helens. North West Museum of Road Transport Family 
Day. Museum open 12.00-16.00. Free heritage bus rides and Model 
railway exhibition. Museum is near to St. Helens Central rail and bus 
stations. Free car parking nearby. Information from Clive Arnold: 
e-mail: clive@nwmort.co.uk or at our website: www.nwmort.co.uk or 
Tel: 01744 451681. North West Museum of Road Transport, The Old 
Bus Depot, 51 Hall Street, St Helens WAIO I DU. 

Southsea, Hants. Free Southsea Circular service operated 
by buses from the City of Portsmouth Preserved Transport Depot 
collection (new route for this year). For details see: www.cpptd.co.uk 


Metroline Potters Bar Bus Garage Annual Open Day 
(Note later date this year)., High Street, Potters Bar, 

Hertfordshire, EN6 5BE. 1030 - 1600. Vehicle displays, sales stands and 
heritage vehicles running on former LT routes plus other attractions. 
Admission by programme with proceeds donated to charity. Vehicle 
entry and sales stand enquiries to: Dave Bicknell, 43, Tottenham Lane, 
London, N8 9BD (postal) or e-mail: info@metroline.co.uk Further 
information nearer the date - visit: www.metroline.co.uk 


SATURDAY I - SUNDAY 2 OCTOBER 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Weekend Trolleydays. 

Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: 01724 711391 or www.sandtoft.org.uk 


SUNDAY 2 OCTOBER 

Oxford Bus Museum Vintage Vehicle Rally. Mini steam railway 
and frequent bus rides throughout the day. Visiting vehicles welcome. 
For further details visit: www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk or call Paul 
Statham on 07813 656030, e-mail: rp_statham@yahoo.co.uk 


SUNDAY 2 OCTOBER 


Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre Autumn Bus Show and 
Riders Day. Vehicles on display, running within the museum grounds, 
stalls. Refreshments available. Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre, 
Bury, West Sussex BNI8 9LT. Details: Tel: 01798 831370, e-mail: 
office@amberleymuseum.co.uk Website: www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 


Wirral Bus & Tram Show, held in Birkenhead and based at the the 
Wirral Transport Museum, Taylor Street, 10.00-16.00. The event is 
open to all buses etc. Details from John Nolan, 21 Meadow Street, New 
Brighton, Wallasey, Merseyside CH45 9JU. Phone: 0151 639 4929 or 
e-mail: Johnnolan201 @ talktalk.net 


SATURDAY I OCTOBER 

Ipswich Transport Museum Classic Vehicles Day. An event 
celebrating classic cars and light commercials. Includes a special 
display of visiting vehicles, and free bus tours of the local area. 11 .GO- 
16.00. Admission: Adult £7, Child £4.50, Concessions £6, Family 
£20. Details from Ipswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, 
Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Tel: 01473 715666, e-mail: enquiries@ 
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 



vfe 

in mint condition 


at the best prices! 


Call us on: 

024 7661 6930 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 


Amersham and Chesham Running Day, based on Amersham 
LT railway station. An extensive network of former green London 
Transport bus routes will be operated. Details from the Amersham & 
District Motorbus Society website: www.amershammotorbussociety. 
co.uk or contact Neil Timberlake, 8 Portway Drive, West Wycombe, 
HPI2 4AU, e-mail: nctimbers@btinternet.com 



MUSEUMS 


Chapel Lane, Wythall, 
Worcestershire B47 6JX 

www.wythall.org.uk 
email: enquiries@wythall.org.uk 

Tel: 01564 826471 registered charity no 507191 


TRANSPORT 

Museum 

WYTHALL 


FINAL 2016 EVENTS 
AND RUNNING DAYS 


Open to 
October 30th 
Saturdays, 
Sundays & 
Bank Holidays 


Also Wednesday 
afternoons 
during school 
holidays 


Classic bus also runs 
during school holidays 
on Saturdays and 
Wednesdays at 2.30 
see website timetable 
for exact dates 


Sunday October 9th 

Autumn running day 

30 years since WMPTE buses 
passed to West Midlands Travel 

★ NEW FOR 2016 ★ 

Saturday October 29th 
Twilight Running Day 

opening time is 12.00, closing at 7.00pm 


XII 


www.presbuspublishing.com 





























































I ONDON BUS MUSEU M 


Located at ■'SSft 08 


TransportFest 23 rd October 2016 


Celebrating Cobham Bus Museum, founded 50 years ago, 
now at Brooklands and known as London Bus Museum. 

The paddock display will feature vehicles significant to the museum’s history 


Entry prices, which include free entry to most attractions of Brooklands Museum. 
Adult £11.00, Child £6.00, Senior/Students £10.00, Family £30.00, 

LBM & BMT members free. Join on the day & get free entry. 


Modern & classic buses will be on 
display and giving free local rides. 



For an additional fare, you can take a Longer trip 
or enjoy a ride on our horse bus 



Samantha Adams 

will be singing songs to help us celebrate 




0 A K C. 
OH**' 


Additional family entertainment includes Punch & Judy and Stilt walker 

London Bus Preservation Trust Ltd, londonbusmuseum.com 

Brooklands Road, Weybridge, Surrey. KTI3 0QS Telephone 01932 837994 

Registered Charity No. 1053383 


Ian Jackson August 2016 


































The NOTTINGHAM 
BUS MUSEUM PROJECT 


Nottingham Heritage Vehicles Charity invite you to take a look inside our storage depot on one of our 



Bus Rides & Light Refreshments 


Sunday 14th August 2016 1000 -1600 
Sunday 2nd October 2016 1000 -1600 
Sunday 11th December 2016 1000 -1600 
Portland Road, Hucknall, Nottingham 


Please visit our website 


www.nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk 


Nottingham Heritage Vehicles Charity is a registered charity Registered No. 1155404 
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Special Offer 

receive 
2 FREE 

issues! 


14 issues for the 
price of 12 when 
you subscribe 


Get a year’s 
subscription 

for only 


Wyth nil's OW5WV 


LADY IN RED 'wWWW 


tel: 01442 820580 I e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 8, The Old Silk Mill, Brook Street, Tring, Hertfordshire. HP23 5EF 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus & Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues - UK £54.00 □ 12 issues - Europe £80.00 □ 12 issues - ROW £90.00 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £13.50 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP195 


Gift Subscription Details (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country: _ 

Tel No:_ 

E-mail:_ 


Your Details 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country: _ 

Tel No:_ 

E-mail:_ 


Debit / Credit Card 


For credit/debit card orders, please call 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 9.10.16 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 

From time to time, Presbus Publishing may contact you with information or offers regarding subscriptions and other 
products. If you do not wish to receive such information or offers, then please tick the following box □ 


INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR ^fl^YDIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT b i t 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 8, The Old Silk Mill, Brook Street, Tring, Hertfordshire. HP23 5EF. 

Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mail: bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 

4 2 7 0 4 9 


Name of Bank / Building Society:_ 

Address of Bank / Building Society: 


Post Code: 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 


—- 4 -. 






The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) ^)BebfT 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 





































































































































THE NEW YEAR with mi 

FO R TWO DAYS OF POST-CHRISTMAS JOY! 

NEW YEAR’S Da7sUNDAY I JANUARY 2017 


1 


I 


I .Jl Li,.Ilf I l[ |, | 

. - £.„ 9 * 1 Jj. 


Open from 10.30-16.30 (last admission IS.30) 


STATION 


SlM * 



3^ 


f 


'CD 


W- 

eeST" * 



■ t-tac nffprin? free rides to local destinations 

Various vintage bus route g Woodstock and 

such as the new Oxford Pa W*^ ^ Museum , 

Wta, SlSI-dXt=tin g buses and coaches. 


B&CP Sales Stand in attendance Excellent refreshments 

i r- thp museum for stall bookings 

Vehicle entry forms: www.oxfordbusmuse a-U ° Family Ticke t £.3 

Adults £5 Concessions £4 Children (un 



BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 2 JAN 

Coventry Running Day & Transport Fair 

Coventry Rugby Club, Butts Rd, Coventry CVI 3GE 

open from 10.00-16.00 | Free parking | Light refreshments 
Programmes £4 (£3 in advance from I December) 
urge Transport Fair (Stall call bookings Sandra 02476 6169 ) 

Buses in service: CWA6 CoV entry EKV 966 

^ r ^~~" ccx777 

LEYLAND: 1949 Royal Blue, Pytchley P 
SEDDON: 1971 Pennine IV Essex Motorways FLY 755j 

Routes: _ R . club _ Earlsdon -Transport Museum 


siting buses welcome but must book. , com or te , ep hone 07889 214236. 

3 r vehicle entry forms please e-mail. Kog ^ 








Owned by Mr Eric Graveling, EAV458 is a Leyland PS I, new to Sutherland of Peterhead 
in 1948 before passing with that fleet to Alexander (Northern) in 1950 (Alexander being 
the old equivalent of Stagecoach in Scotland). 

458 passed through numerous owners after 1970, before I acquired it in 2008. In 
the time I have owned it, 458 has been treated to an extensive refurbishing of the 
ash framework. 

During 458 f s life, it has been on foreign soil at least twice. First in 1977 when it went to 
Red Square, Moscow, and in 2008 to an Oldtimers Bus Rally in Diepenbeek, Belgium. 


Truckfix are a family of Engineers with a genuine interest in the products 
that we supply, we have a can do attitude that allows flexibility in the creation of 
special items and that enables existing problems to be engineered out. 

Clutches, flywheels, cranes, PSV, drive plate re-corking, friction material, dry and 
oil immersed friction specialists, custom clutch service and technical advice. 

TEL: 01274 877322 FAX: 08448 584481 
EMAIL: sales@truckfixclutches.com www.truckfixclutches.com 


Truckfix Limited. Highfield Works, 
Bradford Road, Cleckheaton, BD19 3TN 


H Search 
Truckfix 
Clutches 











































Limited Editions with Endless Appeal 
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30608 
AEC RENOWN 




GREATER MANCHESTER PTE 
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30716 
AEC RENOWN 


STAGECOACH PRESTON 
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29636 

LEYLAND OLYMPIAN 


FIRST CYMRU 


24907 

REEVE BURGESS MINIBUS 


MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT 


35213 

36' BET WEYMANN 


LONDON TRANSPORT 


34112 
AEC RT BUS 


YELLOW BUSES BOURNEMOUTH 


ORPINGTON BUSES 


EASTERN COUNTIES 


25815 

LEYLAND FLEETLINE 


20652 

PLAXTON POINTER DART 


20457 
BRISTOL VRIII 


lopVtrend 


To Find EFE Stockists or to Buy Direct Stop Off At 

®^©Q[ia@DW@ffDDr©'G(id]a^a©[ni© a ©®[rin] 


STAGECOACH EAST 


GM BUSES ROCHDALE 


EASTERN COUNTIES 


24906 

REEVE BURGESS MINIBUS 


FIRST CAPITAL CITYBUS 


18018 

MCW FLEETLINE 


13918 

BRISTOL FLF LODEKKA 


16231 

BRISTOL MW/LS COACH 


27319 
LEYLAND TD1 


28609 

GM STANDARD ATLANTEAN 





























































































